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CLERK’S INFORMATION SHEET FOR 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 18 JULY 2019 

 
4.1 Get in touch: Tel: 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime. Email: kw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Website: www.westmercia.police.uk Facebook /Twitter  @NHfdShireCops 
Useful information: Please find the links to the Fly Tipping prevention guides, currently viewable on the NFPG website. 
Always worth a read if you ever have the misfortune to encounter such waste. 
 Householder - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforHouseholders.pdf 
•         Businesses - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforBusinesses.pdf  
•         Landowners - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforLandowners.pdf  
Dean Wall PC             07773 053846 
Emma Dune PCSO         07971 051474 
Felix Rawlingson  PCSO   07971 051480 
Report a crime   Police 101 Ext 61216   
Alerts and information 
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 Dear Residents 
Once again the excellent voluntary work done in my ward has been recognised with the Eardisland Community shop 
receiving a Queens Voluntary Award. Village volunteers have for 10 years provided this valuable amenity for the village and 
surrounding area. Also receiving an award was the Luctonians Rugby Club for their work with young people and children over 
many years. 
Hopefully being resolved, but this last month I have had issues with new council laptop and iphone, and a fault on my line 
which is 4,850 metres from the green cabinet; so apologies if you have had a delay in responses to concerns but at least you 
know I understand the issues of poor connectivity.  
Summer is here and we are in Show and festival season. In June I stewarded at the Royal Three Counties Show and 
witnessed one of our local flocks of sheep from Shobdon take the top prize. ( see later in report).  
Pembridge Show on Millennium Meadow  Saturday 27th 
Congratulations to the Pembridge Farmers Buying group on celebrating their 20th anniversary . The group consist of 45 local 
farmers meeting every fortnight at the New Inn and collectively purchasing feed, fertiliser and other farm purchases. They 
have had a vast number of speakers also including a former NFU National President and have provided an important support 
during the Food & Mouth outbreak. 
The new council is bedding in but the real concern is their thinking in cancelling the western Hereford City bypass. The 
building of houses was predicated on a western highway which is the only side you can build a complete north to south route. 
It is also the core infrastructure project to deliver  more sustainable transport solutions in the City and reduce the pollution 
levels in the streets.  
The western bypass planning application was due to come to the planning committee in January 2020 and cancelling the 
project will mean millions of pounds of our money wasted with no alternative probably developed. Over the 23 years I have 
been a County Councillor we have worked on various transport alternatives including looking at going on the east of the city, 
park and ride and bus routes. We have a challenge to deliver sustainable transport solutions for rural areas like 
Herefordshire, but the consequences to the growth of the local economy, delivery of services and impact on our residents 
needs to be clearly understood before cancelling the project without a developed alternative. 
Over the summer if any of you go to Newtown in Powys you will see a significant bypass  built  for frankly a much lesser 
centre of population and businesses. As you go on the southern bypass at Worcester you will see they are now in a new 
phase of dual carriaging the whole section including widening the river and railway bridge. The Hereford public inquiry on the 
Eastern route failed in early 1990s and now it seems we run the risk of another generation seeing more congestion and 
chaos in our City.   
This last weekend I attended the official opening of the Shobdon play area and the laying of the donation bricks. The total 
cost of the project which includes new pathway for children was £58,000 financed by local fundraising events, European 
social fund, private donations and £12,000 from the Parish Council. 
I am pleased to report that with the recent appointment of Dr Sola, the Kington practice now has its full complement of GP 
hours and should only need to employ locum doctors to cover annual leave and sickness. Another positive development has 
been the move of Wye Valley Trust services, such as physiotherapy, district nursing, and health visiting to the surgery. This 
will enable much better coordination between services, which will be of great benefit to patients. 
As ever if I can be of any help please do hesitate to contact me. 
ROGER 
HIGHWAYS 
As I outlined last month surface dressing is being carried out including on the sections of Broome Lane, Green Lane Titley, 
Rhyse land by Court of Noke and Knill. We have also had the  jetblaster pothole filler which seems to me to do a better job on 
some of our roads.  I am still pushing to have other highways inspected. I have meet up with the new cabinet member for 
highways and brought several issues to her attention including the Lawtons cross new roundabout. 

    JULY UPDATE  

  PEMBRIDGE, SHOBDON, LYONSHALL, EARDISLAND &    

TITLEY GROUP PARISHES 

From your local County Councillor  

Roger Phillips. Email: rjphillips@herefordshire.gov.uk  
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A reminder that work on the upgrading of Shobdon pedestrian crossing will be taking place at the end of the month. 
Summer sees considerable growth in hedges and this can cause some highway safety issues. While Farmers are not 
allowed to cut hedges between 1st March to 31st August unless on safety grounds domestic owners have no such restrictions. 
As we are now out of the main nesting season can I encourage many of you to ensure you cut your highway hedges on an 
annual basis. If you have a large section there are plenty of local contractors who can cut it with their large rotary trimmers. 
There are a several hedges which have not been trimmed for many years and their growth extends over the highway verge 
forcing large HGVs in particular to drive over the white line. 
Local champions at the Royal Three Counties Show 
If you have ever walk the footpath in Shobdon though Downwood you will have seen the distinctive black and white Kerry Hill 
flock of sheep belonging to Jim Rowe. Jim has a flock of 25 breeding ewes established in 2000 and they are kept at 
Downwood Farm. 
At this year's Royal Three County Show Jim took not only the Kerry Hill championship with Victor his ram but the interbreed 
and was runner up champion sheep at the Show. On the Sunday the show is devoted to rare and minority breeds and Jim left 
Victor in the pens ending on a high and showed his yearling daughter instead. She went on to take the Champion Kerry Hill 
and go one better than her  father and become the overall supreme Champion sheep.  
To sweep the board like this as a major achievement of any stockman requiring good breeding, caring, feeding and turning 
them out specially clipped and washed.  Full credit to Jim and his partner Matt  and of course his mother for their  hard work 
and dedication. 
This is also a timely reminder that whenever you walk on a footpath with stock please be careful and if you have a dog keep 
them on a lead where you can control them. All good dog walkers will know to carry poopbags as there is a risk of passing on 
disease particularly abortion. 
Raising the challenges of our rural schools 
Following recent concerns raised with me on my school visits to our local primary schools I recently joined other conservative 
councillors to attend a meeting with Minister of Education Damian Hinds MP. I took the opportunity to raise the matter of 
primary school funding. The department of Education has a formula for financing schools which is largely number based. 
There is a small element of support for rural sparsity but the pressure on our schools budget is tightening.  
We are fortunate that both Pembridge and Shobdon are delivering high standards of education with pupil numbers in excess 
of 85 each.  
The minister recognised the pressure and pointed to some improvement in rural funding but of course in a formula someone 
gains at another schools loss and in this case the urban schools tend to have larger voices! The real answer is more funding 
into the system and with the comprehensive spending review due this Autumn this is a perfect opportunity to make the case 
to HM Treasury. Other issues raised were the funding for special needs, teacher workloads, transport and teachers pensions. 
Useful numbers and contacts 
Did you know that can get tweets automatically to @HfdsStreets 24/7 to let road users know when conditions are bad and we 
will be out gritting. Get family, friends and colleagues to follow so they know when to take extra care. 

  Herefordshire Council website is the one-stop-shop for up to date information  
  Go onto Herefordshire Council website and download the pothole App to help report potholes 
 Maps and timetables for grass cutting and pot holes are now available on the Council’s website. 
 Please report any problems on highways or footpaths using the links below or phone 01432261800. 
 https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholes 
 https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole 
 https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/cg-report-prow-problem    

if you wish to make a claim as a result of damage to your vehicle please use 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200196/roads/206/highway_claims  
Report fly tipping – it will be dealt with in a much quicker time frame, by either calling the Contact Centre on 01432 261800 or 
by logging the fly tipping via the council website on the links below as your enquiry 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200226/report_a_problem/98/fly_tipping 

 If you want to discuss a planning matter, please contact Adam.Lewis@herefordshire.gov.uk 
           If you have an enforcement concern, mttansley@herefordshire.gov.uk  
           Parish Council CONTACTS.  

Pembridge – clerk@pembridgeparishcouncil.gov.uk Shobdon - shobdonparishclerk@gmail.com  
Lyonshall – lyonshallparishclerk@gmail.com   Eardisland – parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk  
Titley Group – rachaeljones.titleypc@gmail.com 

 DATA PROTECTION ACT 
The Data Protection Act places obligations and responsibilities on any company, organisation and individual who hold and process personnel 
information. The new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) that supersedes the Data Protection act came into force on the 25th May 
2018. I hold a list of emails of local people that I have built up over the years which I retain and use on my council computer and email. I can 
give you all the reassurance that I do and will not share those email addresses with any third party. In seeking legal compliance I am 
requesting that if anyone is unhappy with me holding your email contact please advise me and I will remove you from the list. Otherwise I will 
retain your email contact and continue to send you monthly updates and occasional key information.   

 
10.1 Work in June: Strimming School Lane one-way road; new post for footpath sign at entrance to village hall car park; repair of 

parish notice board. 
 
10.2 The Caravan Site was opened during Open Gardens weekend and visitors were able to enjoy the immaculate spaces and 

walk on a lovely path around the lake. We hope village residents took the opportunity to enjoy this as the official footpath 
remains closed.  
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10.3 Finally all the planting was completed in time for the Open Gardens weekend. With the borders trimmed, the beds weeded 

and the boat refurbished all the public areas looked good and drew very favourable comments from the public.  The 2 
Hawthorne trees were also pruned to allow additional parking in the village car park. The team will now concentrate on other 
projects for the remainder of the year. EIB would like to ask the PC for a grant of no more than £500 towards the work on the 
weir and EIB will be responsible for the project and payment. 

 
10.4 Eardisland Village Hall Development Group has met twice. At the first meeting the Group: reviewed the results of the 

Feasibility Study and the parish council’s decision on the recommendation; considered EVHMC’s views that main 
requirements are storage, keeping 2 rooms for hiring, having serving hatch between 2 rooms; agreed items to get accurate 
costs on – repairs to infrastructure, condensing gas central heating and water system, rewire and move boards to cupboard 
in hall, detached storage unit outside, new double glazed windows, kitchen refit, insulation with false ceiling and acoustic 
panels in hall, new lighting in hall, internal storage in small room, possible 2m x 2m kitchen extension. At second meeting the 
Group: considered a draft duties and responsibilities for a building surveyor and a draft scope of works required, as below; 
agreed the Clerk would contact architectural technicians to get fixed fee quotes for drawings and floor plans and building 
surveyors to get fixed fee quotes for work as below: 

 BUILDING SURVEYOR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
1. Investigate and report on most cost effective method of insulating and providing acoustic sound deadening to main hall 

including new lighting etc 
2. Advise on cost benefit of either repairing the kitchen extension as detailed in structural engineer’s report with addition of 

2m2 (approx) extension, or demolishing the same and rebuilding on enlarged footprint 
3. Liase with parish council (PC) as to the scope of works 
4. Prepare specification for the works 
5. Once tenders received by PC analyse and advise PC and recommend most suitable contractor 
6. Prepare specified Contract between PC and contractor 
7. Supervise the works as required (minimum weekly visit once works in progress) 
8. Prepare monthly valuation with progress evaluation and report same to PC. 

 SCOPE OF WORKS OF DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
1. Repairs to fabric of the building as in structural engineer’s report 
2. Complete rewire of the building to including moving incoming electrical supply to cupboard in entrance lobby together with 

all associated switchgear and fuse boards. the new installation should leave provision for future needs 
3. Provide new gas central heating boiler with radiators throughout building as required with instantaneous hot water to toilet 

areas. Kitchen areas hot water to be from electric instantaneous heater 
4. Provide new insulation, acoustic deadening and lighting to main hall  
5. Provide LED lighting throughout 
6. Upgrade to current standards insulation above small meeting room 
7. Either repair or rebuild kitchen extension  
8. Form serving hatch between main hall and small meeting room where old doorway blocked up 
9. Renew existing fascias and soffits and rainwater goods   
10. Repair and redecorate windows externally. 

 
10.5 EVHMC would like to change the small shower room into a viable cleaner's cupboard/"messy" sink space. The shower was 

installed for a specific purpose many years ago but no-one on or associated with EVHMC can remember it being used. The 
current cleaner struggles to store equipment efficiently in the limited space around the shower unit; the door opening inward 
makes it impossible to put in shelving so all chemicals etc are stored on the floor. Water for cleaning has to be drawn from 
The kitchen, and the sink there is unsuitable for filling "mop buckets" effectively. 

                                                                                                             
A parish resident has complained in strong terms that ED7 near 
the Weir is not wide enough and is inaccessible to all but the 
surefooted. We checked it out and found that because of the 
banked up potato crop the path is very rutted and uneven and it 
means walkers have to take great care not to turn over an ankle. 
The path is also too narrow and is uncomfortable to walk as 
there are nettles and invasive vegetation on the opposite side to 
the crop. Less agile or elderly walkers would find it very 
challenging. This is the same path which was difficult to walk last 
year. We have reported this to the landowner who was very 
cooperative about it and assured us that he had asked the 
tenant farmer who planted the potato crop to leave a suitable 
path. Hopefully he will let the tenant know and in the meantime 
he has promised to go and look at the situation himself. We have 
not yet heard what he can do about it but suggested a strimmer 
used on the opposite side to the crop would clear a lot of the wild 
vegetation and make the path safer and far more pleasant to 
walk.  
On a more positive note we would like to thank the landowner on 
ED7 on the way to Pembridge. The path is much wider than in 
previous years and much easier to walk with a good surface. It is 
a good example of appropriate practice. We are very aware that 
despite local residents feeling that accessible footpaths are an 
asset to the village,(see NDP) Eardisland is not well served for 
local walking, so we are particularly grateful when a landowner 
makes an effort to address this issue. 
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 EVHMC is hoping to fund this project as we have volunteer labour available. Naturally we will cost all materials before going 
ahead and have sought advice from a local resident with professional building experience. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
10.6 Request from West Midlands Ambulance Service for defib to be registered on new national defibrillator network which is 

replacing the computer aided dispatch system currently used. 
 Email from Community Heartbeat Trust received saying unhappy that WMAS has gone behind the back of site owners, 

concerns over data, that its WebNos system is the only community governance system in the UK, etc. 
 However, although we bought the defib cabinet from CHT, the actual defib unit was provided by WMAS. We own the site as 

CHT gifted the BT box to us and we have a unit from WMAS so we are the ‘guardian’ of it in their terms. 
 
10.7 Contact to find out if parish council aware that agreement from 1997 had expired. Agreement was that public could use White 

Swan car park for certain hours (9.00-5.30, April to October) through a licence with Leominster District Council. Responded 
that car park now private, so no problem with licence having expired. 

 
10.8 Village entry gates process now much easier, expensive assessment by BB not required. 2 sets of 1m gates approx. £1,700; 

installation approx. £1,000; if traffic management required, about £300. If want to proceed, need to arrange meeting with 
Locality Steward and BB Senior Engineer with JACS Gateways (who provided Bodenham gates and many others). Street 
Works order has to be completed by parish, one page by installer. 

 
11. Suggested sessions from HALC training schedule: ‘What’s my role?’ 20 July for Cllr Harper if able to attend that day, cost 

£125 +VAT; ‘In the hot seat’ Monday 22 July 7.00-9.00pm for Cllr Hanson, £40 +VAT. 
Clerk: SLCC 2-day national conference, maximum pro-rata £156, hope to arrange for £147. 

13. Correspondence – received as follows: 
 From Herefordshire Council (HC) – re allowances for parish councillors 
 From parishioner – suggestion to reimburse shop volunteers for expenses of going to Buckingham Palace 
 From parishioner – letter objecting to planning application – response that should send to Herefordshire 
 From parishioner – email re Clerk not putting her objection at meeting – council discussed same points when considering 

response to application – response with clarification re role of council in planning applications and role of Clerk 
 From HC – Minerals and draft Plan consultation responses online 
 From Community Heartbeat Trust – email re WMAS system 
 From WMAS – re registering for it system 
 From HC – re White Swan car park 
 From parishioner – email confirming application for family use only 
 From Hereford Times reporter – Request under Freedom of Information Act 2000 for information on services and training 

accessed from HALC and cost of such in 2018-19 – response emailed 
 From HC – Notice of review of polling districts, polling places and polling stations 
 From parishioner – informing that application will be made on area of land previously refused, only one house at front, 

going to keep rear area undeveloped 
 From HC – Annual Canvass information 
 From HC – session on websites 
 From HALC – Training schedule 

 
Alison Sutton – Parish Clerk  

7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 8JD. Tel: 07789 322771. Email: parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk 


