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Introduction  
 
The Vision, Objective and Policies of the Eardisland Neighbourhood 
Development Plan and the Parish Actions in the Annex are shown in this 
summary document, as an aid for parishioners when considering the 
referendum on whether the Plan should be adopted. 
 
The complete Plan, which contains the background, rationale, technical and 
local evidence, and the accompanying non-statutory Annex, can be seen at 
www.eardisland.org.uk/index.php/parish-council/neighbourhood-
development-plan or ring the Parish Clerk on 07789 322771. 
 
Neighbourhood Development Plans are a new part of the statutory 
development planning system. Just as local authorities, in our case 
Herefordshire Council, can produce development plans to promote, guide and 
control development of houses, businesses, open spaces and other uses of 
land, so too by preparing a Neighbourhood Development Plan, can Parish 
Councils. Neighbourhood Development Plans, when complete, form part of 
the statutory development plan for an area.  They will be used to promote and 
guide what goes where and importantly, will be used to help determine 
planning applications. 
 
Residents of the Parish of Eardisland appreciate the very special character of 
the parish. For some it is where they were brought up; others have made a 
specific choice to move to the parish because of its heritage, scenic and social 
qualities.  
 
Eardisland Parish Council recognises the desirability of proportionate high 
quality development to enhance the sustainability of the parish and its 
residents, but also of retaining those qualities that make Eardisland such a 
special and distinctive place to live. This criteria-based policy has been 
produced to achieve this aim. 
 
The Parish Council also recognises that the continued sustainability of 
Eardisland has a part to play in the economic viability of its neighbouring 
parishes and of Herefordshire as a whole. The Eardisland Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (ENDP) seeks to provide a tool for potential developers 
to understand the opportunities for and restrictions on development in and 
around Eardisland, together with meeting the aspirations of existing 
residents. New development will need to be carefully managed in terms of 
scale and design so that it does not adversely affect the characteristics of the 
parish. It needs to be sufficiently robust to meet current requirements but 
must also have sufficient flexibility to allow it to meet future challenges and 
opportunities and recognise the imperative for sustainable, appropriate and 
proportionate development. 
 
A ‘Call for Sites’ and allocation process was considered alongside a 
criteria-based approach. Following advice from the Head of 
Neighbourhood Planning at Herefordshire Council and the Parish 
Council’s planning consultants, it was deemed that it was more 
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appropriate for the parish not to allocate sites, as there was a considerable 
risk that sites could be deemed unsuitable for development. For this 
reason and given the particular nature of the location of Eardisland village 
within the floodplain of the River Arrow, the Parish Council has chosen 
not to set rigid guidelines for future growth in terms of allocation of sites, 
as it is recognised that the riverine location of the built up area allows for 
very few development opportunities within or adjacent to the Settlement 
Boundary. Therefore, to enable sustainable, appropriate and proportionate 
development within the parish, the decision has been taken to examine 
proposals for windfall development, whether conversion or new build, as 
and when put forward, against the policies of the ENDP. Such proposals 
must first take account of national and local planning policy and guidance 
in force at the time. To this end, the ENDP will be subject to review by 
the Parish Council every 5 years. The same inclusive and transparent 
process used to develop the current Plan will be employed for these 
reviews. 
 
Neighbourhood Development Plans are first and foremost a policy 
document for land use. However, a number of issues have been identified 
by the community and by the ENDP Steering Group which fall outside 
the legal remit of the Plan but were felt to have relevance to the future 
sustainability of the parish (see the Community Led Plan, 2013; and 
consultation comments on the ENDP). These aspirations are listed as 
Parish Actions in a non-statutory annex appended to this Plan to 
encourage the participation of all stakeholders in the continued well-being 
and improvement of the parish. 
 
Tourism generates a considerable income for Herefordshire and 
Eardisland, in its own right and as part of the Black and White Trail, makes 
a considerable contribution to that income. Care must always be taken 
therefore to maintain a balance between the sustainability of the 
community and its value to the county as an economic asset. 
 
It is considered that the rural setting of Eardisland village, surrounded by 
farmland, contributes to the special sense of place for which it is valued. 
To maintain that setting, any development that affects the approaches to 
the village or views into or out of the village will be expected to offer a 
high degree of sensitivity to that setting, whether sited within or outside of 
the Conservation Area. 
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Vision Statement and 
Objectives 
 
Our vision for the Eardisland Neighbourhood Development Plan is to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In order to achieve this vision we have identified the following objectives for 
the Eardisland Neighbourhood Development Plan: 
 
 
 
 

‐ conserve our heritage 
‐ enhance our community 

 
OBJECTIVE 1 
To ensure that the visual effect of all development complements and enhances 
the parish 
 
OBJECTIVE 2 
To ensure that services, facilities and amenities are provided and improved to 
meet the current and future needs of the parish 
 
OBJECTIVE 3 
To enable sufficient and appropriate housing, based upon sound environmental 
and sustainable principles, to meet the future needs of the community 
 
OBJECTIVE 4 
To provide a safe and thriving parish  
 
OBJECTIVE 5 
To ensure that new and existing business enhances the character of the parish 
 
OBJECTIVE 6 
To ensure development promotes community interests with regard to 
community facilities and infrastructure 
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Eardisland Neighbourhood 
Development Plan Policies 

 

POLICY E1 – GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES 
 
All new development within the parish must demonstrate how it meets the 
following criteria: 
 

(a) Gives priority to the re-use of brownfield sites/conversion of existing 
buildings 

(b) Minimises the use of water in construction methods, day-to-day usage 
and garden maintenance 

(c) Maximises the use of existing services and facilities 
(d) Reduces the need to travel  
(e) Development shall not unduly harm the amenity of existing properties 

and existing development shall not unduly harm the amenity of any new 
residential property by way of noise or other nuisance particularly light 
pollution 

(f) Does not have a severe cumulative impact on the safe and efficient 
operation of the existing transport and road infrastructure and 
particularly to pedestrian safety 

(g) Does not result in the loss of an area (including but not limited to the 
local green spaces in policy E11) which makes a significant contribution 
to public amenity by virtue of its open space character, appearance and 
function  

(h) Does not have a detrimental impact on protected views of the village (see 
Appendix 6) 

(i) Located within/adjacent to the Settlement Boundary or as near to the 
built form and services/amenities as flood plain constraints allow 

(j) Includes appropriate flood resilience measures, which do not exacerbate 
flood risk locally or elsewhere, including consideration of measures 
referred to in the Flood Alleviation Study Report (see 5.5); and 

(k) Ensures that any likely significant effect on the River Wye Special Area 
of Conservation (SAC) is avoided or adequately mitigated. 

 
Eardisland parish has a distinctive rural nature and special character and 
therefore developments comprising more than 5 dwellings will not be 
supported. Development will only be supported where it makes a positive 
contribution to that distinctive rural nature and character.  In seeking to protect 
and enhance the unique identity of the parish, all development will be expected 
to satisfy the following criteria: 
 

(l) Respects the rural nature, unique architectural character and special 
ambience of the parish and of scattered hamlets and farmsteads outside 
the village of Eardisland, as noted in Appendix 3 

(m) Is designed to contribute to local identity and sense of place 
(n) Is suitable in terms of the overall design and appearance of the proposed 
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development (including size, scale, density, layout, access, domestic or 
commercial on-site lighting, street furniture and signage, proposed 
materials and detailing) when assessed in relationship with surrounding 
buildings, spaces, vegetation, water areas and other features of the street 
scene 

(o) Uses, and where appropriate reuses, local, traditional and natural 
materials or suitable high quality sustainable alternatives 

(p) Uses appropriate landscape design and boundary treatments 
(q) Enables movement to, within, around, and through future and existing 

development 
(r) Includes energy efficiency and energy conservation measures including 

building orientation, use of materials, insulation, renewable energy and 
recycling 

(s) Uses Sustainable Drainage Systems, such as permeable surfaces, 
attenuation ponds, swales and water conservation technologies, where 
appropriate 

(t) Protects the best and most versatile agricultural land; and 
(u) Includes appropriate on-site car parking, turning & passing spaces and 

cycle storage. 
 

 
 

POLICY E2 – PROTECTING HERITAGE ASSETS 
 
All new development will be required to preserve and enhance the positive 
attributes of our heritage assets and their settings. 
 
All new development within the Eardisland Conservation Area and/or 
affecting the setting of a listed building will be required to:  

 
(a) Respect the existing character of established street frontages and building 

lines where they contribute to the historic grain of development 
(b) Respect, protect and reflect the traditional pattern of development nearby 
(c) Complement the human scale, height and massing of the existing historic 

development in the immediate streetscape and the wider conservation 
area 

(d) Respect the historic hierarchy of development and detailing between 
principal and secondary street frontages and within plots between 
frontage and rear elevations 

(e) Reinforce local identity by the use of traditional materials 
(f) Where possible, convert and restore existing buildings which contribute 

to the quality of the parish 
(g) Respect views that are visible from locations that are freely accessible to 

the general public into and from the Conservation Area (See Map 3 
below and Appendix 6) and consider all opportunities to enhance these 
views and the views of the wider Conservation Area; and 

(h) Have consideration for and respect the setting of the Conservation Area 
by promoting and supporting high quality design that elevates design 
standards and promotes the locally distinctive character. 
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Map 3 – Views and Vistas  

 
@ Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940, Eardisland 

Parish Council (Licensee) Licence no. 0100055931 
 
 

POLICY E3 – LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
 

All development proposals should show regard to the distinctive landscape 
character of the Herefordshire Lowlands Character Area (see Appendix 3) by:  
 

(a) Retaining the development form of scattered hamlets and farmsteads 
within the wide setting of the parish, outside the main village of 
Eardisland 

(b) Using appropriate local building materials, including timber-framed 
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buildings with stone and red brick  
(c) Retaining, restoring and enhancing existing field patterns and 

boundaries, including hedgerows and tree cover 
(d) Protecting the setting of the village of Eardisland and its important 

relationship with the surrounding rural landscape 
(e) Protecting and enhancing areas of woodland 
(f) Protecting and enhancing existing ditches and hedgerows; and 
(g) Protecting orchards and meadows. 

 
 
 

POLICY E4 – PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT OF 
FEATURES OF ECOLOGICAL VALUE 

 
Features of ecological value, including but not limited to, ponds, verges, 
trees/woodland, hedgerows, dry stone walls and watercourses and their 
associated green corridors/ connectivity will be safeguarded by requiring their 
retention, protection and enhancement in new development schemes. 
Proposals should take advantage of opportunities to create new 
wildlife/ecological habitats (where these can be included) as part of a site 
layout and landscaping schemes.  All new development will be expected to 
meet the following criteria: 
 

(a) Contributes to the ecological network of the area with measures to 
enhance biodiversity 

(b) Maintains, and wherever possible, extends existing tree cover; and 
(c) Ensures no loss of landscape features, trees, vistas, verges and views. 

 
 
 

POLICY E5 – DESIGN TO REDUCE SURFACE WATER 
RUN OFF 

 
New development should be designed to maximise the retention of surface 
water on the development site and to minimise runoff.  Sustainable drainage 
systems (SuDS) should be implemented. 
The design of new buildings and infrastructure should take account of existing 
topography to manage the flow of water along specific flow routes away from 
property and into appropriate storage facilities. 
 
Water attenuation facilities such as lagoons, ponds and swales should be 
provided within development sites.   
 
Sustainable design of buildings which enables rain water harvesting is 
supported.  Storage of rain water for non-drinking water purposes such as 
watering gardens and flushing toilets is encouraged. 
 
Areas of hard standing such as driveways and parking areas should be 
minimised and porous materials used where possible. 
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Any likely significant effect on the River Wye SAC is avoided or adequately 
mitigated. 
 
 
 

POLICY E6 – DARK SKIES 
 
To minimise light pollution and to maintain the views of our night time skies, 
planning proposals that include external lighting and significant openings that 
would allow internal lighting to be seen externally will have to demonstrate 
the following: 
 

(a) They have undertaken an assessment of the need for lighting and can 
demonstrate need; and 

(b) The nature of the proposed lighting is appropriate for its use and 
location. The Institution of Lighting Professionals (ILP) has provided 
guidance on acceptable levels of illumination for specific areas.  
Applicants will be required to assess the need for lighting, whether the 
benefits of the lighting outweigh any harm caused and any alternative 
measures available. 

 
It is recognised that many traditional buildings may have ‘significant openings’ 
where internal lighting will be a natural consequence. 

 

 
 

POLICY E7 – NEW COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGIES 
 
The development of new high speed broadband infrastructure to serve the 
parish will be supported where it is sympathetically designed and when 
appropriate suitably camouflaged. 
 
All new development will be required to provide the infrastructure to enable 
high speed broadband and other communication networks. 
 
 
 

POLICY E8 – PROTECTION OF LOCAL COMMUNITY 
FACILITIES 

 
There will be a presumption in favour of the protection of existing community 
facilities.  These facilities are listed in Appendix 2 and as follows: 

 Church of St Mary the Virgin 
 Dovecote – Community owned heritage asset housing exhibition centre 

& community shop 
 White Swan (public house)  
 The Cross (public house) 
 Eardisland Village Hall 
 Bowling Club Green and Clubhouse 
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 Village Hall car park 
 War Memorial car park 
 Allotments on their existing site or elsewhere. 

 
The proposed re-use of local community facilities will only be supported for 
other health, education or community type uses. 
 
The change of use of existing facilities to other uses will only be supported 
when it satisfies the following criteria: 
 

(a) The proposal includes alternative provision, on a site within the 
locality, of equivalent or enhanced facilities. Such sites should be 
accessible by public transport, walking and cycling and have adequate 
car parking; or 

(b) Satisfactory evidence is produced that there is no longer a need for the 
facility. 

 

  
Map 4 – Environment Agency Flood Risk Map with Settlement 
Boundary overlaid. The Environment Agency map shows the flood 
zones based on a 1:100 flood risk event. 

 
@ Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Eardisland Parish Council (Licensee) 

Licence no. 0100055931 
 

POLICY E9 - SCALE AND TYPE OF NEW RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

 

New housing development will only be supported in accordance with the 
following criteria: 
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(a) Should be directed away from areas at highest risk of flooding in 
accordance with national policy 

(b) Located within or adjacent to existing Settlement Boundary (see Map 5 
below) or as close as flood risk constraints allow 

(c) Density of development is appropriate and proportionate to its 
surroundings and immediate environmental conditions with 4-5 
dwellings the optimum size of any development 

(d) No loss of protected open space 
(e) Is not backland development which impacts on the character of the 

Conservation Area and village 
(f) Safe and appropriate access can be achieved 
(g) Can be accommodated safely within the existing highway infrastructure 
(h) Ensures that any likely significant effect on the River Wye SAC is 

avoided or adequately mitigated; and 
(i) Development shall not unduly harm the amenity of neighbouring 

properties and existing development shall not unduly harm the amenity 
of any new residential property. 

 
Development that does not conform to E9 (b) will be considered in accordance 
with Policies RA3, RA4 and RA5 of the Herefordshire Core Strategy. 
 

 
Map 5 – Eardisland Settlement Boundary 
 

 
@ Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940,  

Eardisland Parish Council (Licensee) Licence no. 0100055931 
 

POLICY E10 – ENSURING AN APPROPRIATE RANGE OF 
TENURES, TYPES AND SIZES OF HOUSES 

 
All proposals for new housing development will have to demonstrate how they 
contribute to maintaining an appropriate mix of tenures, types and size of 
dwelling in the parish.  
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Sites including affordable housing should aim to integrate both affordable 
housing and open market housing within the site.  
 
 
 

POLICY E11 – PROTECTION OF LOCAL GREEN SPACES 
 
The following local green spaces (as shown on the map below and in 
Appendix 5) are designated in accordance with paragraphs 76 and 77 of the 
NPPF and include: 
 

1. Recreation Ground  
2. Grassed riverside picnic area opposite Staick House 
3. River banks from bridge towards Arrow Bank and Arrow Lawn 
4. Millstream banks, opposite and adjacent to the Dovecote  
5. River frontage at Hay Bridge  
6. War Memorial garden  
7. Land adjacent to The Elms drive 
8. Land to west of Lyme Lane and north of Monks Court cottage. 

 
New development which impacts adversely on the openness of these sites will 
not be permitted, except in very special circumstances which outweigh the 
harm caused by development. 
  

 
Map 6 – Local Green Spaces –  

 
 

@ Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940,  
Eardisland Parish Council (Licensee) Licence no. 0100055931 



13 

POLICY E12 – PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY/CONNECTIVITY 
 
Proposals for the enhancement and improvement of the existing Public Rights 
of Way will be supported.   
 
Proposals for improved linkages and accessibility within Eardisland and to the 
areas beyond will be supported.   
 
All new proposals should include the following enhancements to maximise 
accessibility to residents and to support local biodiversity: 
 

(a) Enhanced public access and appropriate signage from residential areas 
(b) New footpaths and cycle routes linking to existing and new networks 

and village facilities; and 
(c) Linkages to wildlife corridors and provision of landscaping and 

planting along routes to support local biodiversity objectives such as 
provision of new areas of woodland and orchards, new hedgerows, 
grassland and wetland habitats. 

 
 
 

POLICY E13 – MANAGING AGRICULTURAL LAND AND 
BUSINESSES 

 
Where planning permission is required, to be supported changes of use of 
former agricultural buildings to other employment uses must satisfy all the 
following criteria:  
 

(a) Access is suitable and adequate for proposed increases in traffic 
associated with new uses. The impact on the surrounding area of 
flooding and/or groundwater drainage is fully taken into account 
particularly with regard to run off issues and bunds (including those 
intended as landscape screening measures) 

(b) Landscaping is provided to screen industrial buildings, parking and any 
external storage areas and the proposed re-use will not have an 
unacceptable impact on the local landscape 

(c) Adequate noise attenuation measures and measures to mitigate the 
effects of external lighting are to be provided  

(d) Increased traffic and deliveries are managed effectively in order not to 
impact on residential areas and where there is a proven need working 
hours are limited to minimise disturbance to local residents and adverse 
impacts on residential amenity; and 

(e) Development will not have a detrimental effect on farm operations, 
including that on adjoining farmland. 

 
 
 

POLICY E14 – NEW AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
In addition to the criteria within Policy E13 above, new development for 
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agriculture which requires planning permission will be supported where there 
is: 
 

(a) No detrimental effect on the surrounding landscape by reason of size, 
scale, height, materials, design, landform or landscaping 

(b) No unacceptable impact on the amenity of neighbouring properties  
(c) In the case of new built development it relates well to existing farm 

buildings; and  
(d) Ensures that any likely significant effect on the River Wye SAC is 

avoided or adequately mitigated. 
 

 
 

POLICY E15 – SUPPORTING EXISTING LOCAL 
EMPLOYMENT 

 
Existing sources of local employment will be protected. Development that 
would lead to the expansion or improvement of existing business premises will 
be supported when it: 
 

(a) Is suitable in terms of size, layout, access, parking, design and 
landscaping 

(b) The amenity of nearby occupiers is not impacted detrimentally 
(c) The character, appearance or environment of the site and its 

surroundings are not degraded; and 
(d) Has adequate access, or potential access, by a choice of transport 

modes. 
 
Redevelopment or change of use of existing employment premises will only be 
supported when: 
 

(e) Equivalent or better provision is made elsewhere within the parish to 
replace the proposed loss of local employment space or 

(f) The employment premises have been empty for a significant period of 
time (6 months or more) and during that time actively marketed 
without securing a viable alternative employment use. 

 
Active marketing should be undertaken by a specialist agent and include 
relevant web-based, newspaper and local advertising. 

 
 
 

POLICY E16 – NEW LOCAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
In addition to the criteria within Policy E13 above, new employment 
opportunities will be supported where the development is of a scale which will 
be commensurate with its location and setting. A range of economic activities 
will be supported, including proposals which: 
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 strengthen local food and drink production; 
 support and/or protect the vitality and viability of commerce such as 

village shops and public houses; 
 involve the extension of existing businesses; 
 promote sustainable tourism proposals in accordance with Policy E17; 

and 
 support the retention and/ or diversification of existing agricultural 

businesses. 
 
Businesses, including home-based work, will also be encouraged. 
 
New employment proposals will be permitted providing that they: 
 

(a) Do not have a detrimental impact on surrounding residential amenity 
(b) Do not lead to loss of open space or green infrastructure 
(c) Do not have an unacceptable impact on traffic; and 
(d) Are in accordance with the design policies of this Neighbourhood 

Development Plan. 
 

 
 

POLICY E17 – SUPPORTING TOURISM AND LOCAL 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

 
Development that improves the quality and diversity of existing, or creates 
new, tourist facilities, attractions, accommodation and infrastructure and 
small scale local enterprise will be supported where there is:     
 

(a) No detrimental effect on the distinct character of the rural landscape 
and settlements and promotes tranquility and the quiet enjoyment of 
the countryside 

(b) No adverse effect on the surrounding infrastructure, particularly local 
road networks and water supply and sewerage 

(c) Benefits the local community, through for instance, provision of local 
employment opportunities and improvements to local service provision, 
and is proportionate to the size of settlement in which it located; and 

(d) Where feasible involves the re-use of existing buildings or is part of farm 
diversification. 
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Maps 
 
Eardisland Parish Policies Map 
– @ Crown copyright and database rights [2016] Ordnance Survey 100024168, 
Eardisland Parish Council (Licensee) Licence no. 0100055931 
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Eardisland Village Policies Map 
– @ Crown copyright and database rights [2016] Ordnance Survey 100024168, 
Eardisland Parish Council (Licensee) Licence no. 0100055931 
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Summary of Annex 
 
The Parish Actions are as follows: 
 
Parish Action 1 
The Parish Council will work with private and commercial landowners to 
maintain and enhance existing land drainage and water management systems. 
 
 

Parish Action 2 
The Parish Council will work with the residents of the parish to encourage 
recycling in the community of Eardisland. 
 
 
Parish Action 3 
The Parish Council will work with future developers to ensure that the highest 
level of sustainability has been reached in all developments. The Council 
expects applicants to demonstrate how their proposal has taken sustainability 
into consideration in a Sustainability Statement for each proposal. 
 
 
Parish Action 4 
The Parish Council will work with the County Council to provide 
improvements in road safety and traffic management appropriate to the rural 
nature of the Parish. 
 
 
Parish Action 5 
The Parish Council will ensure that the designated area known as Pigmore 
Common (map ref.  34192564) remains a wildlife and botanical sanctuary. 
 
 
Parish Action 6 
The Parish Council, in consultation with Herefordshire Council, will identify 
suitable uses for S106 and Community Infrastructure Levy and developers will 
be required to support such uses with proposals for improvement to and 
maintenance of community facilities and infrastructure in the parish. 
 

 
Parish Action 7 
The Parish Council will encourage all parishioners to behave responsibly to 
the community and their neighbours, over and above minimum statutory 
requirements. 
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