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CLERK’S INFORMATION SHEET FOR 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 13 FEBRUARY 2020 

 
4.1 Get in touch: Tel: 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime. Email: kw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Website: www.westmercia.police.uk Facebook /Twitter  @NHfdShireCops 
Useful information: Please find the links to the Fly Tipping prevention guides, currently viewable on the NFPG website. 
Always worth a read if you ever have the misfortune to encounter such waste. 
 Householder - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforHouseholders.pdf 
•         Businesses - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforBusinesses.pdf  
•         Landowners - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforLandowners.pdf  
Dean Wall PC             07773 053846 
Emma Dune PCSO         07971 051474 
Felix Rawlingson  PCSO   07971 051480 
Report a crime   Police 101 Ext 61216   
  

4.2  

     

 Dear Residents, 

January can be a long month with many issues and this year has certainly lived up to that on council matters. As I suspected 
the weather has caused the potholes to pop up and cause many problems and clearly the Council and contractor are under 
pressure but every winter we can expect this and preparation should be in hand. I deal with some of the problems later on in 
the report but in meantime   Please can I encourage you all to report  any  EMERGENCIES Defects and Potholes by phone 
01432 261800 or for non-emergency defects, by logging on the Herefordshire Council website 
https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole 
The  suspension of all residential and many business growth applications due to the phosphate problem in our watercourses 
looks like continuing for most if not all this year with serious implications for many local businesses and residents.  
Then there is the continued prevarication of the Council`s administration for the southern link road and western bypass. The 
latest announcement, following the virtual suspension of working on the two projects  last July, is to have a consultation on 
options reporting back in July at a cost of 460k. Not surprisingly the funding allocated via the local Marches Enterprise 
partnership has been pulled on the assessment that Herefordshire Council will not be starting these projects in the next 12 
months.  I suspect the administration will blame the Marches LEP for pulling the funds but lets be clear the administration`s 
delaying actions is a deliberate attempt to crash the projects with no valid alternatives worked up. 
This time of year the council sets its budget for the forthcoming year. The Government settlement was more generous than 
anticipated including a grant for the extra cost of delivering rural services of  5.1 million ( which is part of the lobbying work I 
do with the rural network ). Herefordshire Council finances are in a strong position however the proposal is an increase of 4% 
in council tax.  
In this month's update I cover the latest information on phosphates, highways, our local rainfall figures and some timely 
advice as we approach the lambing season.  
At least this month saw some glorious sunsets to brighten us up and I am grateful to local residents for their pictures to 
remind us of the beautiful landscape we live in. 
As ever if I can be of any help please do hesitate to contact me. 
ROGER 
The Curl Brook Project has been ongoing for three years and is organising a public meeting to update everyone on the 
work being done on Wednesday 19th at 7pm at Pembridge village hall. The meeting aims to provide an update on what is 
being done by key sectors, including: Sewage works: Dwr Cymru; Agriculture: Many farmers are already taking steps to 
reduce phosphate losses from their farms. We will hear what a group of local farmers are doing to improve the quality 
of water and wildlife on their farms; Business: Several local businesses are looking to identify ways to reduce phosphate 
contribution of future developments, including supporting the building of integrated wetland systems to create headroom for 
planned housing development; Householders: There are things individuals can do to reduce their phosphate footprint in the 
catchment too! If you would like to understand the implications of phosphate in water and the further environment 
please come along. For details and booking in please contact: Mike Williams 01544 318 716 / 07920 441215 
mike@wyeuskfoundation.org Lucinda Lewis 01544 318 946 / 07824 904877 lucinda@wyeuskfoundation.org  
http://wyecatchment.org/go-wild-in-the-curl/?LMCL=dOtBoq 
Local rainfall figures  
Many will have heard of the old expression of heavy rainfall as "raining cats and dogs " and we have certainly had experience 
of that in recent months. Corbetts farms in Shobdon record rainfall figures and I am grateful to them that they shared with me 
their records for the past 20 years. In our parishes we tend to have an annual rainfall of 727mm (28.6 inches) but last year we 
had 950 mm (37.4 inches) largely due to the last four months of heavy rain making 2019 the second wettest year since 2000. 
From last September to December 583 mm of rain fell when normally we have an average of 289mm for the same 
months.  Till Wednesday of this week however we were back to a more seasonal norm of 67.1 mm for January – 95% of 
average figure. The wettest year in recent times was 2012 when we had 1016 mm (40 inches). 
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The old expression raining cats and dogs apparently comes from early medieval days when people 
lived in simple wooden huts with thatched roofs. Domestic animals would shelter on and in the roof 
as it was warm but when it rained heavy they slipped off hence the expression raining cats and 
dogs. That was what one local resident told me in the pub and sounded feasible at the time!  
HIGHWAYS 
While potholes are obvious problems, the lack of the council`s attention to drainage matters has 
been really shown up by the recent heavy rainfall. The picture opposite is from Burton Lane in 
Eardisland and as you can see this flood water remained for weeks with ice forming on top. There 
are several examples of water on the highway but this was the worst in my patch. By getting the 
culvert unblocked by Balfour it all disappeared and apart from debris left on the highway was dry 
within hours! Another serious problem in Lyonshall is at Sourbrook bend where drains have been 
blocked for weeks and on icy mornings the highway was very dangerous. 
There are many examples of bad potholes. Just to the west of Shobdon on the B4385 before the 

Downwood junction the pothole was repaired on 22nd December. However the repair was not substantial enough and given 
the continued water on the surface it erupted again. We got the repair done again on January 24th. The problem is the water 
crossing the highway from a pool on one side to the other cannot get under the road as the culvert is failing. Currently Balfour 
and the Council will not prioritise any budget for drainage works and of course the recent months of rainfall have highlighted 
the problem. One week on the pothole is opening up again with two potholes opposite getting bigger following partial repair 
last week also. 
PHOSPHATE UPDATE: the challenge continues.  
The reality is that the ban on planning applications increasing the phosphate levels is likely to last the rest of this year in the 
Lugg catchment area. The emerging 'plan' is to strengthen the Nutrient Management Plan to the point that Natural England 
are content that it offers certainty, or beyond a reasonable scientific doubt, that development will not cause harm to the 
catchment area phosphate levels.  
The best option being considered, in terms of relatively quick and effective action, is a number of constructed integrated 
wetlands.  Currently eleven sites have been identified next to existing sewage works, negotiations with several landowners 
have started, following pressure the council will use some of the Government`s New Homes Bonus to help fund the 
estimated  £2.2 million,  specialist designers and builders are being engaged. Natural England and Environment Agency are 
being kept in the loop and the need to ensure maintenance with Welsh Water. 
There is no understanding yet as to whether this will be sufficient to give NE the reason to stand down their objections. I had 
a meeting with Bill Wiggin and would like to see firstly, the EA put licence pressure on welsh water to develop more 
phosphate extraction processes at the larger sewage works in the catchment.  Welsh water have indicated they are investing 
enough already but at least this would be clearly monitored and properly evidenced to Natural England. 
Secondly the Rural Payments Agency must amend their payments to landowners to support preventative measures and no 
support to practices that escalate the phosphate issue. The Wild in the Curl project can help here to indicate good practices 
and impacts. 
I have contacted the Leader of Powys Council to alert her to the grave situation in my ward and if they can undertake 
measures to reduce their phosphate, as to date the ban does not affect the upper Welsh sections of our rivers. The council is 
awaiting advice on existing applications which need re applying or amending and I am concerned about their risk averse 
stance. As the months role on the impact on many of our local businesses and residents will become serious but I assure you 
will keep the pressure on. 
Lambing time approaches  
One of the best signs of the oncoming of spring is the arrival of lambs and there are some key messages for all residents in 
our parishes. There is always a concern about sheep worrying by dogs and this sometimes is simply dogs not being kept on 
a lead so please act responsibility. Frequently with their full fleece on, sheep will lie on their backs and are not able to get 
themselves upright as their body weight displaces. If you see a sheep in this position please go and just push it on its side 
then it will get up. A failure to help will mean the animal will die or worse be attacked by crows, badgers or other animals. 
Useful numbers and contacts 
Did you know that can get tweets automatically to @HfdsStreets 24/7 to let road users know when conditions are bad and we 
will be out gritting. Get family, friends and colleagues to follow so they know when to take extra care. 

  Herefordshire Council website is the one-stop-shop for up to date information  
Go onto Herefordshire Council website and download the pothole App to help report potholes. Maps and timetables for grass 
cutting and pot holes are now available on the Council’s website. Please report any problems on highways or footpaths 
using the following links or phone 01432261800.  
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholes 

 https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole 
 https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/cg-report-prow-problem    

if you wish to make a claim as a result of damage to your vehicle please use 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200196/roads/206/highway_claims  
Report fly tipping – it will be dealt with in a much quicker time frame, by either calling the Contact Centre on 01432 261800 or 
by logging the fly tipping via the council website on the links below as your enquiry 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200226/report_a_problem/98/fly_tipping 

 If you want to discuss a planning matter, please contact Adam.Lewis@herefordshire.gov.uk 
           If you have an enforcement concern, mttansley@herefordshire.gov.uk  
           Parish Council CONTACTS.  

Pembridge – clerk@pembridgeparishcouncil.gov.uk Shobdon - shobdonparishclerk@gmail.com   Lyonshall – 
lyonshallparishclerk@gmail.com   Eardisland - parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk Titley Group – 
rachaeljones.titleypc@gmail.com 
DATA PROTECTION ACT The Data Protection Act places obligations and responsibilities on any company, organisation and individual who 
hold and process personnel information. The new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) that supersedes the Data Protection act came 
into force on the 25th May 2018. I hold a list of emails of local people that I have built up over the years which I retain and use on my council 
computer and email. I can give you all the reassurance that I do and will not share those email addresses with any third party. In seeking 
legal compliance I am requesting that if anyone is unhappy with me holding your email contact please advise me and  I will remove you from 
the list. Otherwise I will retain your email contact and continue to send you monthly updates and occasional key information.    
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7.1 Work in February: Clearing drain tops and white lines; cleaning pavement on one-way road; checking grit bins. 
  

Locality Steward has requested the parish council undertake any further work to clear the pavement from Green Elms to 
Haven Drive. 
 

7.3 Clerk has contacted Fran White for suggestions of local installers, but company suggested no longer installing playground 
equipment, due to insurance issues. So far, Clerk unable to find a local installer. 

 
Email about mowing of wildflower area: Please can the PC let person who 
mows know about changes to the mowing required for the wildflower area. 
Basically this would mean that 3 strips are kept mown to allow walking: 
1. Bowling Club gate to the far end gate 
2. Along the line of the brook (the first 1.5 metres outside the tree line has 
wildflowers planted) 
3. Through the centre following the line of the footpath (may need to meander 
to avoid trees) 
Ideally these would be as narrow as sensible (1.5 metres?) but I guess this is 
down to what width his mower can do. 
Then the whole lot would need a mow in the late summer (end of August) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.4 Flags due to be raised on following dates: 

 6th February: Her Majesty the Queen's Accession  
 21st April: Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen  
 23rd April: St George's Day  
 8th May: 75th Anniversary of VE Day  
 2nd June: Coronation Day  
 10th June: Birthday of The Duke of Edinburgh  
 14th June: Her Majesty the Queen's Official Birthday  
 8th November: Remembrance Day (second Sunday in November)  
 14th November: Birthday of The Prince of Wales 

 
7.6 Laptop of suitable size and speed, to replace current parish laptop – solid state with Windows 10, in region of £700-800. 
 If Clerk uses her own laptop with the current external hard-drive to work on, then a second hard-drive is needed for backups. 

Similar Seagate hard-drive, 2TB, costs approx. £57 from Argos. 
 Clerk’s contract includes the following: 

10.4 Expenses may include any of the following: 
10.4.1 Purchase or use of office equipment  
10.4.2 Purchase of office consumables 
10.4.3 Connection, rental or use of telephone line and Internet/broad band 
10.4.4 A sum to take into account the use of space, lighting, heating and electricity due to working from your home 

 No expenses have been claimed for such homeworking at 10.4.4..  
Other employer’s contract specifies: 

 11.3   The Council shall pay a sum to be reviewed annually to take into account the use of computer, telephone and internet 
access, space, lighting, heating and electricity due to working from your home, including a contribution for any additional 
insurance premiums arising from the arrangements for working at home set out in clause 11.2 – for the year 1st May 2014 - 
30th April 2015 the fee will be £100 

 
7.7 The Tree Warden is running an event on tree planting on Monday 30 March and EVHMC has requested permission for 

overflow parking on the recreation ground if required. 
 
7.9 The Tree Warden is interested in helping with VE75 tree project – Email received from her asking if PC already has someone 

sourcing the trees?  If not she would be happy to do this and collect the trees + tubes + stakes, but would not be able to do 
the actual planting. 

 Currently 1 parishioner living in the village responded that would like 2 trees. 
 
10. Correspondence – as follows: 
 From parishioners 

 Email – re flag raising dates 
 Email – re previously addressed footpath issues 
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 Email – re mowing of wildflower area on recreation ground 
 Emails from 2 parishioners – Would like to join Environment Group 
From other sources 
 From Herefordshire Council (HC) – poster for Drop in session for people affected by flooding 
 From HC – Holocaust Memorial Day event 
 Froom HALC – County area meeting invitation 
 From Paul Crumpton – Cyber Crime Business event 
 From HC – Hereford Transport  Strategy Review – go to https://travelinhereford.commonplace.is to give your views 
 From Keep Britain Tidy – Great British Spring Clean, 20.3.20-13.4.20 
 From The Courtyard – Request for donation for capital transformation project 

 
Alison Sutton – Parish Clerk  

7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 8JD. Tel: 07789 322771. Email: parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk 


