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CLERK’S INFORMATION SHEET FOR 
EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 9 JULY 2020 

 
4.1 Get in touch: Tel: 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime. Email: kw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Website: www.westmercia.police.uk Facebook /Twitter  @NHfdShireCops 
Useful information: Please find the links to the Fly Tipping prevention guides, currently viewable on the NFPG 
website. Always worth a read if you ever have the misfortune to encounter such waste. 
 Householder - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforHouseholders.pdf 
•         Businesses - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforBusinesses.pdf  
•         Landowners - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-
Files/NFTPGAdviceforLandowners.pdf  
Dean Wall PC             07773 053846 
Emma Dune PCSO         07971 051474 
Felix Rawlingson  PCSO   07971 051480 
Report a crime   Police 101 Ext 61216   
Useful Crime Prevention document – copy the following link to a post on parish council website 
https://www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Crime-Prevention-Newsletter-June-2020.pdf  

 
4.2 Dear Residents,  
 The good news is the unlocking is continuing with our pubs, cafes and restaurants re opening, also our local 

waste site at Kington this month, following business pressure free car parking till  and we can all look forward to 
a decent haircut ! Probably the not so good news is the need for us all still to remember this virus has not gone 
away; with greater mobility of people we may now be at a high risk in this part of the country than at any time in 
the past few months. 

  So please respect distances and regulations, wear face masks and remember we still need to shield our most 
vulnerable.  The total population of Herefordshire is 192,000 people. 56,000 of our Herefordshire  population are 
identified as vulnerable, either being over 70 years old or having an underlying condition. 8,000 of Herefordshire 
population the government consider should be shielded and protected due to particular health concerns. The 
system of link co-ordinators in our communities were primary set up to protect the vulnerable people with many 
receiving letters from the NHS. My continued thanks to our co-ordinators and volunteers who are supporting our 
vulnerable people in the ward, although not overly busy we will need to keep systems in place in case of any 
flare up. In the meantime please continue to be Nice Nosey Neighbours. 

 I continue to work from home zooming my Parish councils, council and other officers. I opened our annual UK 
pension conference using a background of a local landmark, in this case Shobdon Arches, to help promote our 
area to a stay vacation Britain. Respecting social distancing I am meeting residents to address individual 
concerns and travelled to Worcester to meet up with the Police Commissioner. Followers of my facebook page 
will know I have been taking advantage of the weather and enjoying  walking our local villages and countryside. 
This is still a challenging time for us all so I do ask that everyone gives a little more thought to your actions and 
potential impact on others.  

  In this update I cover some of the issues I have been dealing with including concerns on the proposals to limit 
access to our local market towns, the council`s purchase of Maylords Orchards and local information on covid-
19.  

  Please forward this update to any residents in the ward who you think may be interested .As ever if you think I 
can be of help please do not hesitate to contact me. 

  Stay safe and keep well everybody 
  ROGER 
 Over the last months I have been pushing for the opening of all our waste transfer sites. I was pleased to have 

confirmation in an answer to my question at the recent Herefordshire Council cabinet meeting that they are 
intending to re-open Kington on a booking arrangement from this month. We have all been pleased that our bin 
collections continued and I never understood the logic of closing these sites.  

  I have big concerns on the administration’s proposals to close some of the streets in our market towns . In the 
fullness of times thought does need to be given to safer pedestrian and cyclist  access but with current business 
fragility now is not the time for radical closures of streets. I’m afraid it is too often forgotten that one of the 
reasons our market towns exist is to act as a service center for the rural hinterland and its communities. As 
Chairman of the Fire Authority I did have to point out where the Fire Station was in Kington and that closing the 
high street impacted on the speed with which firefighters could get to the station and restrict the response time of 
the appliance with potential serious impact on lives and property. 

  I am pleased to report that the land registry problems have been resolved and the highway and other land  on 
the Bateman  estate in Shobdon have been adopted by the County Council. Residents of Shobdon will be only 
too aware that Gigaclear, who are bringing fibre optic cable to households, have been working in the village. 
Elsewhere other residents have been receiving correspondence on getting legalities agreed for future 
operations. The arrival of this broadband is  great news and no doubt will increase the value of properties with 
first class world speeds; but we have had some logistical challenges in Shobdon and I am working with 
colleagues to try and improve communications with the company.  
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  I am currently working with Eardisland PC to get the village car park ownership transferred from Herefordshire 
Council to the Parish Council. 

  We are continuing to have challenges with planning and I am hoping to be allowed to observe the next Nutrients 
Management meeting on 9th July and continue to register my concern on the freeze on development and the 
impact across our parishes. Natural Resources Wales ( an amalgamation of the their Environment Agency, 
Natural England and Forestry Commission) seem to have a different legal stance than their English equivalents 
on the phosphate matter allowing unfettered development in Wales . The Council continues to pursue its 
integrated wetlands project on about 11 local sewage works but I am interested to hear what material difference 
this will make. Our local construction industry is being badly affected by this moratorium. 

 Covid -19   
 There have been 120 deaths in Herefordshire with confirmed or suspected Covid-19 up to the 13th June with 

only one death recorded in last 14 days. They can be broken down as 54 in hospital ( acute or community); 59 in 
care homes; 3 in hospice and 4 at home address. The peak period in Herefordshire was  weeks 16 – 21 ( 13th 
April to 23rd May ) with the peak being in week 19 ( May 4th -10th). It would appear our figures follow national 
projections but are about three weeks behind. The priority this week has been to sign off our local Outbreak plan 
which is the responsibility of the Chief Executive. We hope we will never have to use it but as  Leicester and 
Anglesey show we are all vulnerable. Community understanding and engagement will be critical.  

  Personal Protective Equipment - PPE 
 The Council has opened a new store building to house its supplies and since early  April has provided care 

providers in the County with over 6 million pieces of Personal Protective equipment including over 1.2 million 
surgical face masks. We currently have in stock 53 days of surgical masks, 28 days of disposal gloves,131 days 
of hand hygiene and 127 days of aprons. 

 CARE HOMES 
 For the first time in a number of weeks the Council has reported that there are no positive cases in care homes 

in Herefordshire and the emergency lease taken out on the Three Counties Hotel to act as an intermediate care 
facility has been closed.  

 On the 13th May the Government announced that it would make available a £600 million Infection Control Fund 
for Adult Social Care. This funding is to support adult social care providers in England to reduce the rate of 
transmission in and between care homes and to support workforce resilience.  

 Herefordshire Council`s share of this funding is £2,718,590, grant conditions specified that 75% of the total 
payment was to go directly to care homes with the first payment being made within the ten days of receipt of the 
fund by the council. The council  has worked with the care home market to do this and upon agreement to the 
terms and conditions care homes will receive a total of £963 per bed within their care home to spend on strict 
infection control measures. This is split into two payment tranches with the first tranche paid on the 26th June. 
The second and final payment will be made to the care homes sometime in July upon meeting specific criteria. 
The remaining 25% of the fund can be spent with more discretion by the council but it must also be linked to 
infection control, supporting the wider care sector and workforce.  

 SCHOOLS 
 The Government has  announced that all schools are expected to reopen from 1st  September to all pupils. This 

will require further guidance to implement, including for example secondary schools facing the challenge of 
subject specialist teachers teaching multiple groups. Use of school transport will also be a key issue.  

 In Herefordshire 100% of our schools are open with the Council website giving exact details of each school. As 
of 23 June we had 5100 pupils attending, including 1553 children of key workers - this is around 23% of our total 
who could and above national figures. DFE have recognised this. The general consensus is that the return has 
gone well - anxieties reducing quite quickly. 

 Local Economy 
 Data is beginning to emerge on the impact of the pandemic on Herefordshire’s workforce: 

 •   5,100 people are currently claiming unemployment related benefits 
 •    Higher than at any point during and following the 2008-09 recession  
 •    140% increase from March 2020 
 •    20,700 people in the County have been furloughed under the government's Coronavirus Job Retention 

Scheme by 31st May 
 •    8,400 claims had been made by 31st May under the Self-Employment Income Support Scheme: 66% of all 

potentially eligible people 
 Over 130 applications have been received for the Discretionary Grant Scheme with an average value of grant of 

£3K per business paid for by the Government.  Although no funding decisions will be made until after the 
application round closes to ensure a fair opportunity to all.  Should funds remain at the end of this round then a 
second round will be quickly launched which may broaden who is eligible to apply.  

  I am pleased to see local tourism businesses represented on a steering group looking at the Marches Local 
Enterprise Partnerships £444,000 grant to support the Visitor Economy. It will commission a marketing and PR 
campaign over late summer and autumn to encourage day and staycation overnight visits to the county. 

 Transport  
 I can report that the delayed Lawtons Cross project is now programmed from 24th August to 13th November. I still 

for the life of me don’t know why it is going to take 12 weeks but local residents can keep a watchful eye.  
  Some years ago I supported Pembridge PC for a 20 mph speed limit to be introduced in the village. Recently the 

council proposal to introduce such limits in parts of the market towns which annoyed me, as it was on my 
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villages where HGVs and vehicles go past pedestrians within inches. Much greater risks than housing estates in 
the market towns where with parked cars it would be difficult to reach 20 mph. 

 At the Main Council meeting in March I offered Pembridge to be a pilot and the PC has confirmed its continued 
support. There will be no ramps put in and unfortunately  the police will not enforce it but I think given the high 
volume of pedestrian movements it would be sensible to continue. Hopefully it will be rolled out to all main 
villages and monitored. 

  I am also working with Shobdon PC and local landowners on the provision of a footbridge in Shobdon over the 
stream at Tanhouse. After a positive meeting things have gone quiet so I am chasing on that.  

  Before August I want to work with my Parish Council to identify outstanding serious potholes and start identifying 
highways for inspection into next year’s capital programme.  

 Please report any problems on highways or footpaths using the links below or phone 01432261800. 
Go onto Herefordshire Council website and download the pothole App to help report potholes 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholes 
https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole 
Report  fly tipping it will be dealt with in a much quicker time frame. by either calling the Contact Cente on 01432 
261800 or by logging the fly tipping via the council website on the links below as your 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200226/report_a_problem/98/fly_tipping 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/cg-report-prow-
problem    
If you wish to make a claim as a result of damage to your 
vehicle  https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200196/roads/206/highway_claims 
PARISH  CONTACTS 
Pembridge clerk@pembridgeparishcouncil.gov.uk    Shobdon shobdonparishclerk@gmail.com 
Lyonshall lyonshallparishclerk@gmail.com Eardisland parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk 
Titley Group rachaeljones.titleypc@gmail.com 
If you want to discuss a planning matter please contact Adam.Lewis@herefordshire.gov.uk 
If you a planning enforcement concern mttansley@herefordshire.gov.uk 
The following household recycling centres are open from Saturday 9 May: Hereford HRC, Chapel Road, 
Rotherwas  Leominster HRC, Bridge Street, Leominster  Open hours 7 days per week from 8am to 6pm 
 

8.1 Work in June: strimming footpath from EVH to church; strimming Lyme Lane ditch; clearing drain tops and white 
lines; pruning some boughs off variegated maple – unable to complete due to bird’s nest. Also installed village 
white gates. 

 Quote to repair damage to village hall car park from flooding - £230  
 Quote to cut back hedges round war memorial car park - £320 
 Quote to cut back field hedge on footpath from EVH to church - £125. 
 
8.2 

The parish council has received confirmation that the 2 
areas marked in green were designated village greens in 
1973 following an application by the predecessor of 
HALC. Correspondence was with Weobley Rural District 
Council and previously unavailable to Eardisland PC.                     

As no-one claimed ownership of the land at the time, the 
case was sent to the Commons Commissioner for 
ownership decision. The Commissioner stated that he 
was not satisfied that anyone was the owner and 
therefore directed Herefordshire Council to register 
Eardisland Parish Council as owner under the Commons 

Registration Act. Unfortunately this information was not within the old PC paperwork held by the Clerk, the 
council had no knowledge of it and the land is not on the PC’s asset register. 

As the now established riparian owner of the land in front of the private road to the west of the bridge, the PC 
could undertake some silt removal as described before: 
With this exemption (FRA 24) you can dredge up to 20m of a main river. 
You cannot: 
 remove gravel from the bed of the river, only accumulated silt or sand 
 dredge below the established bed of the channel or re-shape the bed or banks in any way 
Dredging means raising or taking of any sand, silt, ballast, clay, gravel or other materials from or off the bed or 
banks of a main river - this includes hydrodynamic dredging and desilting. 
Before you register this exemption, you must check your activity meets all of the following conditions: 
 your works and equipment must meet the dredging requirements  
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 you must ensure that the dredging and subsequent deposit of any materials does not have a significant 
adverse effect on protected or priority species of importance for nature conservation – read Natural England’s 
guidance on construction near protected areas and wildlife  
 no dredging has been carried out in the previous 12 months in the same main river and property 
 the works are completed within 12 months of registration of the exemption 
 the works do not damage the bed or banks of the main river 
 the works do not remove vegetation from the bed or banks of the main river, other than vegetation 

growing in or through the silt and sand 
 the dredging is limited to the removal of accumulated silt and sand on the established bed of the main river 

 the dredging does 
not include the removal 
of gravel 
 the works do not 
involve the use of a 
vehicle or machinery 
on the bed or banks 
of the main river 
 the works do not 
occur between 15 
March and 15 June 
inclusive in any year 
 on a main river that 
is a designated 
salmonid river, the 
works do not occur 
between 1 October 
and 14 March inclusive 
in any year. 
 
The highlighted items 
above would appear to 
be important when 
considering what the 
EA is likely to permit 
via an exemption. 
 
Many of the stones 
from the wall that has 
disappeared are in the 
river and hopefully 
could be brought to the 
edge of whatever 
green area is left.            
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Hanson has said the soil and silt can go to her farm, as they have an EA 
license for this type of material. 



5 
 

 

 
8.3 Hitrees would lay boards on the grass to put silt onto, to protect 

the area as much as possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.4 The drainage grant can be applied for to cover work that is currently on Lengthsman schedule and/or for new 

work. Clerk has been advised that the PC could apply for funding for removing silt from river and millstream on 
grounds that reduced capacity in both affects road drainage, but no guarantee that grant would be awarded for 
this. 

 Suggestions for grant application: 
From schedule – Clearing Lyme Lane ditch x2 year, total cost allowed in schedule £280 

Clearing Grips throughout parish, cost allowed £600 
New work –  Clearing silt from millstream, quote from Hitrees £1,110 
 Clearing silt from river, quote from Hitrees £3,750 
 Ditching both sides Burton Lane from above Burton Firs to corner, quote from Hitrees £760 
 Jetting drains throughout village, quote awaited. 

 
8.5 Damage reported to Clerk by parishioner after seeing smoke on recreation ground over the weekend, evidence 

left in bin on recreation ground. 
  

                                             
 
8.8 At the PC meeting in February it was agreed to: submit a planning application to demolish the kitchen and 

rebuild on an increased footprint; split the tenders for the work into 2 – one for the insulation and refurbishment 
element, estimated cost £30k and one for kitchen rebuild and external work, estimated cost £40k + £12k for 
kitchen fitting. However, due to Covid the application has not been submitted yet, nor tender documents 
prepared. 

 Realistic funding options at present –  
 For PC application £30k Public Works Loan (possibly £50k, based on result of questionnaire during 

Community Housing Project work)  
 £5k in committed PC reserves – if not required for other more urgent work 
 For PC application £10k Awards for All – now prioritising projects related to Covid work and support 
 For EVHMC application £10-15k from Garfield Weston or Trusthouse Foundations – but can only apply to 

Garfield Weston if project within next 12 months and other funding in place and leaning more to Covid 
support and work and Trusthouse Foundation prioritising only Covid projects. 

 
Quote for electrical bonding for new water main - £89.50. 50% reduction on original quote 
Cost of work on EVH and car park 2016 to today including items from this meeting – for car park £1,764.50, for 
hall £17,988.82 = Total £19,753.32. 
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11. Advice received from NALC: Following the Government’s announcements this week NALC and SLCC have 
worked together to produce the following joint view on council meetings, following eased lock down restrictions 
from 4th July. 
Following the Government announcement of further easing of lockdown restrictions from 4th July, NALC and 
SLCC strongly advise local councils to continue to meet remotely, without the need for face to face contact. 
Government rules still state that we should all work from home if we can. Local councils have the powers to hold 
public meetings remotely by using video or telephone conferencing technology until May 2021 and so most 
councils will have no need to meet in person. Furthermore, local councils have the duty to allow the public to 
observe council meetings without placing restrictions on the number attending, which many council meeting 
venues will not be able to accommodate in a safe way at this time. However, where a local council does have an 
identified need to hold a physical meeting, as they are unable to conduct council business any other way, they 
can consider doing so from 4th July. These meetings must be managed within the social distancing and ‘safer 
workplaces’ guidance produced by Government, which includes the requirement to conduct a risk assessment to 
determine if it is feasible and safe to hold a physical meeting. It is important that this risk assessment is carried 
out, and any identified actions to reduce risk to attendees are implemented before any face to face meetings 
resume. Councils must keep documentation of this risk assessment and the reasons why the council has taken 
the decision to return to face to face meetings.  
NALC will be updating its guidance on remote meetings early next week to include information on how to 
approach ‘hybrid meetings’ (where some people attend in person and others join remotely) effectively and safely. 
 
Hybrid meetings will not be possible for Eardisland as they require internet access, a microphone and internet 
camera and large screen, to enable all those accessing remotely to see the meeting. 
 
In addition, EVHMC has undertaken a risk assessment to ensure a Covid Secure venue and concluded that it is 
not possible to re-open before September at the earliest, due to the stringent requirements including for cleaning 
of all surfaces touched or used, both before and after every use. Once EVHMC has decided to re-open the hall, 
the Clerk will undertake a risk assessment on behalf of the PC based on the assessment supplied by EVHMC 
and the latest guidance from NALC and SLCC. 
 

13. Correspondence – as follows: 
 From parishioners 

 Emails re silting of River Arrow 
 Email re noise from overflying 
 Email re planning application 
 Phonecall re damage to recreation ground 
From other sources 
 From Lord Lieutenant of Herefordshire – Letter of thanks 
 From Marie Curie – Emergency appeal for funding 
 From Herefordshire Council (HC) – copy of letter sent to all businesses re Covid discretionary grant  
 From HC – survey of Covid support groups for HC Talk Community and HVOSS 
 From HC – Discretionary Grant Scheme for businesses 
 From HC – re-opening of pubs and restaurants 
 From HC – Invitation to Parish Council Summit – 23.7.20 at 7.00 pm by Zoom 
 From HC – Draft Affordable Housing SPD (Supplementary Planning Document) for comment 
 From BB – Drainage grant information 
 From SLCC – letter sent to government and request for councils to write as well 
 From Herefordshire Green Network via HALC – invitation to Zoom meeting on 16.7.20 ‘Opportunities as we 

move toward Zero Carbon Herefordshire’ 
 From Shobdon Airfield Manager – full re-opening of airfield from 6.7.20, Monday to Saturday 9.00 am to 5.00 

pm 
 From HC – WISH website summer activities link 

https://www.wisherefordshire.org/marketplace/api/cms/event/doEventSearch 
 

Alison Sutton – Parish Clerk  
7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 8JD. Tel: 07789 322771. Email: parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk 


