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CLERK’S INFORMATION SHEET FOR 
EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 8 OCTOBER 2020 

 
4.1 Get in touch: Tel: 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime. Email: kw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Website: www.westmercia.police.uk Facebook /Twitter  @NHfdShireCops 
Useful information: Please find the links to the Fly Tipping prevention guides, currently viewable on the NFPG 
website. Always worth a read if you ever have the misfortune to encounter such waste. 
 Householder - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforHouseholders.pdf 
•         Businesses - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforBusinesses.pdf  
•         Landowners - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-
Files/NFTPGAdviceforLandowners.pdf  
Dean Wall PC             07773 053846 
Emma Dune PCSO         07971 051474 
Felix Rawlingson  PCSO   07971 051480 
Report a crime   Police 101 Ext 61216   
 
Reporting an incident of bad/dangerous driving, you can report it at the time or soon after online and 
upload a photo or video that includes the number plate details to https://www.westmercia.police.uk/police-
forces/west-mercia-police/areas/west-mercia/campaigns/campaigns/2019/operation-snap/ 
If a road is blocked by such an incident, you need to report it at the time to 101. 
 
Useful Crime Prevention document – copy the following link to a post on parish council website  
https://www.eardisland‐pc.gov.uk/2020/09/03/september‐crime‐prevention‐newsletter/ 
 

 4.2 Dear Residents,  
 The season of mists and mellow fruitfulness has arrived but sadly we face the longer darker evening still with this 

pandemic hanging over us. No one has  experienced  living through such a time as this and many of our 
businesses and residents face challenges. 

  We all need to give careful thought to support our neighbours and the wider community. This is a time to be 
open about mental wellbeing and have honest conversations with each other as we continue to live with these 
restrictions on our lives. We are very fortunate to live in this part of the country but loneliness and depression are 
no strangers to our parishes as we battle business and personal challenges. 

  I have concerns about the governments white paper on planning reform and have lobbied colleagues on it. In 
particular the potential to undermine local neighbourhood plans and the lifting of obligations on applications of 10 
houses or more to provide affordable housing to 40. There hasn’t been a development of 40 houses in our 
parishes ever so these would severally limit the potential to supply housing in a rental or part 
ownership  manner. Locally we are seeing another rise in house prices and the market increasing doesn’t reflect 
average local wage and income levels. This has long term impacts on local businesses and provision of local 
services.  

  Although I have doing this  role for over 20 years you discover new things every week. During one of my local 
walks I notice a large amount of ivy growing on the old Kington to Leominster railway line roadbridge at Hunton 
between Lyonshall and Titley. When I requested this was seen too by Balfour I discovered that the bridge is in 
fact owned by the Historic railways estate on behalf of the department of transport. The old line closed in 1964 
and clearly those bridges remaining on public highways stayed with the department rather than transferred to 
local authorities. 

  In this month`s update I cover the sad demise of one of our very special Oak trees, the latest on Phosphates, 
highway and Covid information plus some views from my recent walks. 

  Please forward this update to any residents in the ward who you think may be interested. 
  Stay safe and keep well everybody. Be Nice Nosey Neighbours. 
  As ever if you think I can be of help please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 ROGER 
 The Verdun Oak struck by lightening 
 One of the most historic oak trees in Pembridge was tragically struck by lightening last month splitting the trunk 

from top to bottom.  Just over a hundred years ago an oak sapling  grown from an acorn taken from the first 
world war battlefield of Verdun was planted by Colonel  Benn from Moorcot as part of the community`s 
commemoration of the great war. The Oak had a small flower bed tended by the Pride in Pembridge group and a 
seat at its base and was much valued by the community. 

 The oak which had two balanced sections above its trunk was in danger of collapsing onto the A44 and the 
medieval Trafford Almshouses. Working with our parish tree warden Tony Norman I liaised with the Council and 
Balfour Beatty. It was confirmed that the tree was unstable and had to be cut down. Bob Anderson came and 
took pictures of the cutting down of the tree which have been forwarded to the Balfour team; and I have 
conveyed my thanks to them for their safe, prompt and professional actions and liaising with Tony on saving 
much of the timber. Fortunately acorns have been saved in the past from the tree and there are many saplings 
growing ready for transplanting. The tree was cut down to its trunk which was secured and now gives some time 
for the  Parish council to investigate  options. Locally we have many examples of timber sculptures carved out of 
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trunks and stumps, but the total split does compromise the options. A fitting memorial to the First world war could 
be made on site or removed to another place. The Parish Council will continue to discuss the options at its next 
meeting. 

 At the end of the month the Poppy Appeal will be launched but due to Covid there will be no house to house 
doorstep collections.  You will be able to buy your poppies from usual community points, pubs and cafes and our 
local RBL branch will be selling Poppies in the Market Hall on Saturday 24th October. Last year over £1400 was 
raised in doorstep collections. 

 HIGHWAY MATTERS 
  Last month saw a tragic accident on the lower section of the Penrhos bank towards Kington with a pedestrian 

fatality; the second in my ward in under twelve months. It highlights the concerns we must all have as drivers 
and pedestrians of the attention to highway safety.  

  I continue to have  a frustrating time with the Council and Balfour on highway matters. The exposed drain on 
B4355 near Rodd is just waiting for this seasons rain to spew out across the highway as is the “Fishpools 
fountain” on A480 in Lyonshall with no assessment or work being undertaken over spring and summer despite 
many numerous requests. I have been given some reassurance on Rodd drain but I still await any development 
at Fishpools. Other drainage works have not been addressed and despite the willingness of Shobdon parish 
council to install a footbridge near the Bateman at their expenses Herefordshire council is frustrating the project.  

  Some good news on the 20 mph speed limit in Pembridge. This is now ranked as number 6 out of 112 schemes 
so is almost certain to be done in the next financial year.I have requested that designs for roundels and edge of 
village marking are brought to the Parish Council for consultation. The new 20 mph limit will cover the main road, 
Bridge Street and Bearwood lane. Working with Shobdon Parish Council we are looking to extend the 30 mph 
speed limit down Canterbury lane in Shobdon. This unclassified C highway carries a disproportionate amount of 
HGVs to Kingspan and via Rhyse Lane.  

  Lawtons cross change of priority  project 
 This project continues it would seem at a ”steady pace”. I have visited it several times and have shared concerns 

on the costings and time taken. 
      The programme began on 24th August and is due to be completed on 30th October. Many residents will know of 

people affected by incidents at this junction and it is hoped the change and the forcing of all vehicles to stop will 
reduce the accidents here. 

  Phase 1:     B4529 closure west of junction with A4110 - Complete 
                             Monday, 24 August 2020 to Friday, 18 September 2020 
  Phase 2:     B4529 closure east of junction with A4110 – Revised dates 
                             Tuesday, 22 September 2020 to Friday, 16 October 2020 
  Phase 3:     A4110 north of junction with B4529 
                             Monday, 5 October 2020 to Friday, 23 October 2020 
  Phase 4:     A4110 south of junction with B4539 
                             Monday, 5 October 2020 to Friday, 30 October 2020 
  Also this month 
  A44 – Legions Cross towards Pembridge 
 Tuesday, 20 October 2020 to (and including) Monday, 26 October 2020. Road closed 09.00 hours to 17.00 

hours daily. No weekend working 
  A44 – Bend approaching C1031 Crossroads from Lyonshall ( Rhyse Lane) 
 Friday, 30 October 2020 to (and including) Thursday, 5 November 2020. Road closed 09.00 hours to 17.00 

hours daily. No weekend working 
 Phosphate in the Lugg catchment 
  I observed the Nutrient Management meeting which is overseeing the phosphate issue in the Lugg catchment 

area which currently has a ban on all housing development in our area. Welsh Water have identified an 
investment programme of works, the Wye & Usk foundation  and Herefordshire council have 3 million pounds 
from Government to invest in wetlands (reed beds)  and rewilding. There has been considerable efforts made in 
the agricultural sector but it is difficult to quantify it as evidence in reduction. 

  The Environment Agency also indicated it will improve monitoring of water in the Lugg and Wye w and take a 
tougher approach to prosecutions. Satellites travel over our area regularly and intelligence has picked up on 
identifying the most vulnerable fields to soil run off.  

  I am pushing for these fields causing soil run off, most likely adjoining rivers and main watercourses to be 
returned to grassland with DEFRA support. These old river meadows provided better stability than ploughed 
land, meaning significant less soil entering the water system, and better flood capacity in high rainfall times. 
There is a plan to do more tree planting but on any floodplain this would not be positive . 

  There is rising evidence that the upper catchment area of the river Wye in Powys will fail its phosphate 
levels  but the Welsh government may take a different view. We discussed the rising level of Algae formation in 
the rivers Wye and Lugg. This phosphate issue is having a huge impact on many local businesses with one 
estimate indicating a loss of  nearly 300 million pounds to the local economy. It remains one of the biggest 
challenges to our communities and businesses if not resolved. 

 (For further points in Roger’s report, please contact the Parish Clerk) 
 Please report any problems on highways or footpaths using the links below or phone 01432261800. 

Go onto Herefordshire Council website and download the pothole App to help report potholes 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholes 
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https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole 
Report  fly tipping it will be dealt with in a much quicker time frame. by either calling the Contact Centre on 01432 
261800 or by logging the fly tipping via the council website on the links below as your 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200226/report_a_problem/98/fly_tipping 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/cg-report-prow-
problem    
If you wish to make a claim as a result of damage to your 
vehicle  https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200196/roads/206/highway_claims 
PARISH  CONTACTS 
Pembridge clerk@pembridgeparishcouncil.gov.uk    Shobdon shobdonparishclerk@gmail.com 
Lyonshall lyonshallparishclerk@gmail.com Eardisland parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk 
Titley Group rachaeljones.titleypc@gmail.com 
If you want to discuss a planning matter please contact Adam.Lewis@herefordshire.gov.uk 
If you a planning enforcement concern mttansley@herefordshire.gov.uk 
The following household recycling centres are open from Saturday 9 May: Hereford HRC, Chapel Road, 
Rotherwas  Leominster HRC, Bridge Street, Leominster  Open hours 7 days per week from 8am to 6pm 
 

8.1 Work done in September: Strim and remove debris – footpath to church, one-way road School Lane, recreation 
ground ditch, footpath to mound; Clearing drain tops.  
Work due in October: Application of Weed Control; Clear round and remove rubbish from Grit Bins through 
parish; Cut grips with digger throughout parish; Check Drain Tops and Grips through parish  – Clear as required; 
Clean white lines  – Clear as required. 

 
 Email from Balfour Beatty: We note that there have been some proposals to either replace the existing flap valve 

or to refurbish it. I have been in contact with Les Harrison of the IDB, as you will see he has identified that the 
valve was installed as part of the original flood alleviation scheme. 

  My own thoughts are that the Parish Council could debate whether they consider that the existing flap valve 
serves a useful purpose, or on the other hand whether localised blockages at the flap valve are actually 
preventing water draining into the brook. When I approached a metal flap valve manufacturer to ask them how 
much pressure it takes to close a metal valve, they replied that they do not hold any test data. Metal flap valves 
are useful in coastal locations where waves are hitting harbour walls. I have seen them used on large concrete 
headwalls where they are aligned to ensure that they remain clear of debris, so evidently they serve a limited 
purpose for land drainage and highway drainage where water spills into watercourses. In my opinion if there is a 
risk that vegetation may grow between the flap valve and the ring, then they cannot close properly and so they 
form no useful purpose. I had actually wondered whether the manufacturer of the flap valve did not hold any test 
data to advertise their product, because people may realise that a metal flap valve does not function well when 
used for land drainage purposes. 

  I think that this matter needs to be discussed by the Parish Council so that a community led decision is made 
regarding possibly removing the flap valve. As Les has pointed out, if the flap valve could be made to work 
properly then when if there is a small flood the water is likely to be held back from spilling back towards the 
village. However in a large flood (the type of flood that people become concerned) the flap valve probably has no 
real use. However as outlined above, in my opinion metal flap valves appear to have limited use in land drainage 
applications 

  Joel Hockenhull  
  Further comment passed on by Joel from Les Harrison: FYI, there are hundreds of cast-iron flap valves installed 

in various locations throughout the County, installed for land drainage purposes and working perfectly well. 
 
8.2 Cllrs Hanson, Albright, Kirby and Connop and the Clerk met with landowner at the caravan park. Now waiting for 

a map of the proposed permissive path at the north of the caravan park land, so that discussions with other 
landowners can happen to try and implement permissive path to replace ED5, which was closed by 
Herefordshire Council following collapse of a stile and part of the route into the river. It must be noted that once 
the footpath was closed, there is no legal responsibility on the landowner to reinstate the footpath. 

 
8.3 Possible PFO – parishioner living at Lyme farm, currently unemployed and happy to volunteer; feels could 

continue when back at work as well.  
 BB email: Our PROW team are hoping to pilot a new scheme where they would like to identify a couple of eager 

PFO’s that could assist in assessing defects and carrying out minor maintenance work in their parish. 
 
8.4 EVHDG meeting: 
 2 options of flood grant that could apply for: 

 Resistance measures can limit the amount of water that enters a property during a flood event. Some 
examples include: such as flood doors and windows; flood barriers; airbrick covers; self-closing airbricks; 
flood walls; water resistant mortar and render; Anti-back flow valves for drains, sinks or showers; toilet 
bungs. 

If this, need PFR survey done, can claim for £500 as part of total grant 
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 Recoverability measures make it easier for you to return your property to normal once flooding as occurred - 
they will not stop flood water from entering your property. Some examples include: raised electric sockets 
and utility meters; solid concrete flooring or tiling; lime plaster and paint instead of gypsum and non-porous 
paint; waterproof coating to walls and floor; waterproof kitchen fittings. 
Whilst where only flood recoverability measures are proposed the submission of a detailed PFR survey will 
not be required, HC will require information on how the property flooded and the types of recoverability 
measures we wish to install within your Application Form. 
If HC identify any of the measures as acting as a resistance measure, further information will be requested 
before application can be processed in line with the Defra guidelines. 

Total grant that can be applied for is £5,000. 
Strict time limits – application in by 31 December with survey if resistance measures; completion of works and 
claim by 31 July 2021. 
Discussed possibility of putting solid wall round hall with drainage towards points with a pit and pump and 
removable flood gates installed within wall. But known that water enters through floor as well as through walls, 
so unless tank floors a wall round will not help. 
Therefore Group recommending that need to tank floor in hall, front and back lobbies and small room and then 
kitchen when rebuilt. Could then put wall from kitchen to current wall in front of main door with removable flood 
gate. Will cost considerable amount more than flood grant would give but would give much better flood resilience 
before new insulation and stud walling put in. 
 
Aim to ask specific Herefordshire companies to quote, ask 6 with aim of 3 back.  
Tender out by 6 November, give 30 days for quotes back by 6 December. 
Then urgent PC meeting to finalise drainage grant application and look at other funding. 
 

8.5 Email from Emily Penning, Flood and Coastal Risk Management Advisor, West Midlands, Environment Agency:  
 I do apologise for not contacting you prior to our visit but due to the current Covid-19 restrictions set in place by 

the Government we have had to adhere to the strict rule of having no more than 6 people on our site visits.  We 
were expecting two of our Asset Performance team members to join us yesterday morning but unfortunately they 
were called to a more pressing issue last minute. We hoped that we could show two of our consultants around 
and then consult with the Parish Council and the Flood Action Group once we had some more information. I will 
let you know if we are visiting again in the future.  

 I am a Flood Risk Advisor working in the PSO (Partnership and Strategic Overview) Team based in the 
Environment Agency office in Tewkesbury.  I have recently been assigned the Senior User role for Eardisland 
and I am currently working with Arup consultants to produce an Initial Assessment to help us to understand the 
function and benefit of the existing flood risk management assets to manage the flood risk in the area and 
investigate options for the future management of the structures within the area.  We have been provided with the 
Feasibility Study that Parsons Brinckerhoff produced for the Parish Council in 2015 and this will feed into our 
investigations.  

  I have recently returned from a period of leave so I have to admit that I am playing catch-up with understanding 
the extent of the flooding from the 2019/2020 events.  We spoke to 2 parishioners  who gave access to the weir 
and explained the extent of the flooding within the village, one who has since very kindly sent me numerous 
videos and images of the recent flood event. If you have any more images then I would really appreciate them as 
they will help to support our findings.  

  We are expecting the final report to be completed in late December/early January and would be happy to share 
the information with yourselves once we receive it.  We are working in partnership with Herefordshire Council so 
they are aware of our work within the area.  

 
 Urgent meeting with EA and Arup consultants requested by Clerk. EA officer will send dates/times for a Zoom 

meeting as soon as possible. She has asked for some bullet points asap of what the PC wants to discuss.  
 
8.6  
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8.7 Farmers have received letter containing the following information: All farmers should satisfy themselves that they 
are complying with the Reduction and Prevention of Agricultural Diffuse Pollution Regulations 2018 (known as 
Farming Rules for Water). 

 The rules require farmers/land managers to avoid causing diffuse pollution by: 
 Stopping spoil erosion 
 Matching nutrients to crop and soil needs 
 Keeping fertilisers and manures out of the water. 

 Farmers are legally obliged to prevent significant soil run-off eg. by sowing a cover crop for the winter season. 
 
8.9 The standard steps for the instigation of a speed limit review are: 

If both the Parish Council and the Local Member are minded to support such a move then a simple email asking 
that the request to be assessed and incorporated into the Prioritised Traffic Regulation Order/Speed Limit Order 
Programme is all that is required. 
Just to give you some background into our normal Traffic Regulation Order/Speed Limit Order (TRO/SLO) 
protocols, at present Balfour Beatty Living Places, on behalf of Herefordshire Council, are already working 
on a TRO/SLO workload in line with the agreed Annual Plan and have a further 111 TRO/SLO requests for 
speed limits and parking restrictions spread across the County waiting to be processed but unfortunately our 
resources do not allow us to process such a large workload in one go. 
 The Network Regulation Team rank all new requests of this nature annually each January and subsequently 
incorporate all such new requests received since we last ranked the lists into the TRO/SLO Prioritised Work 
Programme, to enable us to best allocate our resources. We are not due to undergo the re-ranking exercise 
again until January 2021 at such time we incorporate all new TRO requests into the Traffic Regulation 
Order/Speed Limit Order Prioritised Work Programme that feeds into the Annual Plan that BBLP submit each 
year to Herefordshire Council setting out how that years Public Realm budget is to be spent. 
 However, if you wish to pursue a "fast track" type approach and fund the TRO process and necessary works 
yourselves then we can soon sort out a formal quote for you on that basis. You must bear in mind though 
that despite paying for the TRO process there is no guarantee that this will result in a reduction or extension of 
any speed limits at all. Recommendations to Herefordshire Council will always be based on the roads concerned 
meeting the criteria for any reduction in the speed limit. 
Just to give you a little idea of the sorts of cost you might be expected to pay, the TRO process would be likely 
to be in the region of about £8,000 to £10,000 dependant on the complexity of the scheme, whether there are 
objections or whether the proposals evolve beyond their original concept. The costs for the signs is somewhat 
difficult to assess as you are talking about long stretches that will not only require new speed limit terminal signs 
but also a great many speed limit repeater signs and new posts dotted along the lanes too…. in the region 
of another £10,000. 

 From Ward Cllr – any extension of 40mph at Lawton’s Cross would be a separate TRO. 
 
8.10 Email from landowner – Please can the Parish Council ask the owners again in Lime lane to cut their hedges, we 

will soon have artic lorries collecting straw from the farm and last thing village needs is straw blocking 
drains.  Lime Farm cut theirs very quickly. 

 
8.12 No post available at end of School Lane on C1035. Householder happy to have hedge cut back and a post 

erected for the sign. Cost for post approx. £20 for 6ft out of ground height post.  
 
10. 2nd Thursday in the month: 14 January; 11 February; 11 March; 8 April; 13 May; 10 June; 8 July; 9 September; 

11 November. 
 
12. Correspondence – as follows: 
 From and to parishioners 

 Emails and letter to landowners re clearance on the millstream 
 Emails to landowners re issues following river walk and thanks for access 
 Emails/phonecalls from various landowners re work completed as requested or being undertaken asap 
 Emails to landowners re work starting on river and millstream 
 Email to Speedwatch co-ordinator re waiting till spring to restart 
 Email from parishioner re attending meeting and happy to stand for PC when vacancy/elections 
 Emails to parents of young people taking on bus shelter cleaning 
 Email to parishioner who moved her car so contractors could access millstream 
 Email re mowing wildflower area – agreed action as resolved in Feb 2020 
 Email from landowner re damaged gate, making contact with Clerk. Phonecall to get contact details for 

Lengthsman 
 Email re work on river, silt not removed and stones still in river; believed that bank would be built up 
 Email asking PC to write to Lyme Lane landowners re cutting hedges 
 Email re offer of temporary/ongoing PFO volunteering 
 Email from parishioner via mother, thank you for opportunity to earn some pocket money and used the role in 

his personal statement for university 
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 Email re E5, asking whether heard from HC/BB as planning officer said lost path referred them – responded 
with detail from January 2020 parish magazine  

 Further email re E5, asking for paperwork and map for DMMO and making further comments  
 Further email re ED5, suggesting with DMMO will take too long and that best chance to get path back is 

formally report obstructions to HCC on east and west boundaries, and on the definitive bits or remaining ED5; 
persuade landowner to open his constructed riverside path as a Permissive Path, and extend it to the 
boundaries 

 Email re concern about bank of river iris not cleared from river and how affects landowner’s wall 
From other sources 
 From HALC – September Information Corner and attachments 
 From BB – re flap valve at Southalls bridge 
 From BB – re extension of 30mph zone 
 From Ward Cllr – 40mph extension from Lawton’s Cross 
 From HC – Community Crisis Response event by WebEx, Friday 12.30-1.30 
 From EA – re recent visit with consultants from Arup 
 From EA – accepting request for urgent meeting 

 
Alison Sutton – Parish Clerk  

7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 8JD. Tel: 07789 322771. Email: parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk 


