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CLERK’S INFORMATION SHEET FOR 
EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 11 FEBRUARY 2021 

 
4.1 Get in touch: Tel: 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime. Email: kw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Website: www.westmercia.police.uk Facebook /Twitter  @NHfdShireCops 
Useful information: Please find the links to the Fly Tipping prevention guides, currently viewable on the NFPG 
website. Always worth a read if you ever have the misfortune to encounter such waste. 
 Householder - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforHouseholders.pdf 
•         Businesses - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforBusinesses.pdf  
•         Landowners - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-
Files/NFTPGAdviceforLandowners.pdf  
Dean Wall PC             07773 053846 
Emma Dune PCSO         07971 051474 
Felix Rawlingson  PCSO   07971 051480 
Report a crime   Police 101 Ext 7723802  
 
Reporting an incident of bad/dangerous driving, you can report it at the time or soon after online and 
upload a photo or video that includes the number plate details to https://www.westmercia.police.uk/police-
forces/west-mercia-police/areas/west-mercia/campaigns/campaigns/2019/operation-snap/ 
If a road is blocked by such an incident, you need to report it at the time to 101. 
 

 4.3 Dear Residents,  
 The snow drops are here, the days are lengthening, and  the vaccines are being rolled out, with Herefordshire 

and Worcestershire having one of the highest rates in the UK. At the end of last week 44,000 people over 80 
(89%) and 63,000 under 80 have received their first vaccine in the two counties. I accompanied my Aunt for her 
vaccine dose and was very impressed with the organisation, however I have received some criticism of the local 
surgeries for not providing the vaccinations. Dr McCaffrey from the Kington Practice explained that although the 
Astra Zenica vaccine can be given at the surgery, to do so the Practice would have to cancel other 
appointments. The advantage of having the vaccination Hub at Bridge Street in Leominster is that each practice 
in the network contributes a few members of staff who are able to vaccinate 8 people in 5 minutes.  

  Can I remind everyone to be vigilant about scams including those apparently involving the vaccines – the NHS 
will never charge you for a vaccine and will only visit your home if you are totally house bond.   

  Many of you will be aware of the tragic incident on 29 January at Noke. This was an isolated incident and a man 
has been arrested which gives reassurance to our communities. Our thoughts are with the family and 
neighbours. 

 I was pleased recently to participate in a zoom meeting with the Secretary of State for Communities Robert 
Jenrick discussing the recent settlement and ongoing Covid pressures. He knows Herefordshire well and many 
of us worked with him locally before he became the MP for Newark. 

 As Vice Chairman of the Rural Services Network I have worked with colleagues to evidence the continuation of 
the Rural Services Grant to councils with large rural hinterlands as part of the annual settlement. I am pleased to 
say we saw an increase in the grant by 4 million to 81 million nationally with Herefordshire`s grant rising from 4.7 
million to 5.2 million. 

  Herefordshire Council`s budget for next financial year will be discussed over the next weeks with the proposal of 
1.99% increase in council tax supplemented by 3% social care surcharge. The proposed Budget of £161 million 
is supported by council tax of 113 million, business rates of 37 million and various government grants, (including 
the rural grant) of 11 million. Government will add up to 30 additional  grants towards specific areas of local 
authority work during the year, which this year including a coverage of 70% of loss income due to Covid.  

  One indicator of the impact of the pandemic is an increase of 1,400 households claiming Council tax benefits in 
Herefordshire which is also indicative of the low wages and incomes in the county. There is a general recognition 
that retirement incomes have remained stable during the pandemic, but with increases in house prices the 
economically active population remain most exposed . I am involved with some technical work on the HM 
Treasury green book which sets up the indicators that grant councils funding. There are concerns that the 
challenge of delivering services to huge geographical areas with sparse populations, the lack of economy of 
scale and lower numbers of  businesses to offer support are not understood or reflected in HMT modelling. An 
issue which grates with me is that grants to Wales are consistently 15% higher than England. 

  Thank you for the many contacts about the proposed withdraw of the Hereford City bypass and southern link 
roads. While I have received comments on both sides the overwhelming majority by far have been to continue 
with the projects and allowing a more sustainable transport system then to flourish in the city and our 
connectivity to it. 

 Positive news to report on fibre optic connection with a  positive zoom meeting for Knill and Nash residents with 
the provider, and it looks as though a connection for businesses on Shobdon aerodrome has been secured. I 
have a meeting this month to try and get it extended to Eywood. 

  In this month`s update I conclude my feature on the large stately and manor houses we lost in our parishes, a 
timely warning for all walkers, highway update with advanced notice of local closures, flooding, and the usual 
contact information. 
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  Please forward this update to any residents in the ward who you think may be interested . 
 The lockdown will go on for many weeks yet and this does put considerable pressure on individuals, families and 

businesses. It is a challenge to all age groups -  so please Stay safe and keep well everybody Be Nice Nosey 
Neighbours 

 Roger 
 2021 CENSUS 
 Every decade since1801, apart from 1941,a census has taken place throughout the land registering everyone 

living in the country. Households across Herefordshire will soon be asked to take part in the nationwide survey of 
housing and the population. Information from the digital-first census will help decide how services are planned 
and funded in your local area. This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, housing or new bus routes. 
Households will receive a letter with a unique access code in the post, allowing them to complete their 
questionnaire online. Paper questionnaires will be available on request. 

 The Census day is March 21. For more information, visit census.gov.uk. If you are interested in working for the 
census please go to  www.censusjobs.co.uk/how-to-apply/our-application-process/ 

 The great hole of Rodd Having finally got the great hole of Rodd repaired it was disappointing to seewater 
pouring out on Saturday 30.1.21. However a tarmac employee going past lifted the manhole and removed a 
small branch which had caused the blockage and fingers crossed it will now run free. Clearly given the weather 
forecast it will be tested over the next week . Balfour will inspect it to see if we can avoid any more debris 
entering the drainage system.   

 Balfour have completed 75 gritting runs to date – over three quarters in the last five weeks. 2019/20 winter as we 
recall was mild and wet and had 79 completed runs in total. I am pleased to hear that Balfour are establishing a 
new order as from the 1st April which will tighten the rules on Utility companies work on our highways. 

  Highway works In  February 2020 at the budget meeting I supported an amendment to put an additional 2 million 
in the highway maintenance programme for 2020/21 for Unclassified roads. Across the county 34 projects have 
been identified at long last of which six are in my ward. Regrettably Horseway head lane, Noke lane, Boardsford, 
and Parson walk were not included but I will continue to lobby for them. However New road and Easthampton 
lane in Shobdon, Bearwood lane, Gorsty to Lower Green and Manley crescent in Pembridge are included. 

 Flooding The recent high levels of rainfall and storms increase the risk of flooding to many properties in the 
ward. Storm Christoph last month put Eardisland again on high alert and gave the opportunity for the new local 
flood warden scheme to operate.  I walked the Southalls Brook the next day to check for any blockages and 
have checked the Lugg Drainage Board maintenance programe for the coming year. The Broom lateral, 
Southalls and Pinsey brooks are included and some element of the Curl which is also in the Wild in the Curl 
project. 

 One matter that does concern me is the lack of maintenance in the River Arrow particularly at Streamford 
alongside the main road to Lawton`s cross.  I have taken a number of pictures which show the river littered with 
fallen trees, debris and mid river islands being formed. The river is eroding more excessively with the potential to 
impact on the main road in three places. I have brought this to the attention of the Environment Agency and 
Balfour Beatty. If some form of maintenance is not done then in the not too distant future our council tax will 
need to be spent in an expensive road protection scheme.  

 Another fallout of flooding is the soil run off into the river system carrying with it increased levels of phosphate. I 
have written to the Minister regarding including schemes in the emerging Environmental  schemes from DEFRA 
that in sensitive catchment  areas like ours we must see the fields identified as  most at risk of flooding returned 
to grassland, which is more stable, and wider field margins near watercourses. 

 Message to walkers This time of year ewes will be heavily pregnant and often when they lie down they turn on 
their backs and  their belly will move and make it impossible for them to get up. If you see any sheep like this go 
immediately to their assistance and pull their legs or push their bodies gently to the side and help them stand up.  

 If you don’t they will die or be attacked by vermin while still alive. Also ensure you keep any dogs under your 
control when near sheep all year round but particularly this time of year.  

 Please remember to stick to footpaths in this wet weather. In the countryside land will become muddy in wet 
times but the footpath remains in the same place. Pictures of where people have walked on the drier ground at 
the side in arable fields and expanded the footpath width by feet and yards are disgraceful. 

 (For further points in Roger’s report, please contact the Parish Clerk) 
 Please report any problems on highways or footpaths using the links below or phone 01432261800. 

Go onto Herefordshire Council website and download the pothole App to help report potholes 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholes 
https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole 
Report  fly tipping it will be dealt with in a much quicker time frame. by either calling the Contact Centre on 01432 
261800 or by logging the fly tipping via the council website on the links below as your 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200226/report_a_problem/98/fly_tipping 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/cg-report-prow-
problem    
If you wish to make a claim as a result of damage to your 
vehicle  https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200196/roads/206/highway_claims 
PARISH  CONTACTS 
Pembridge clerk@pembridgeparishcouncil.gov.uk    Shobdon shobdonparishclerk@gmail.com 
Lyonshall lyonshallparishclerk@gmail.com Eardisland parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk 
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Titley Group rachaeljones.titleypc@gmail.com 
If you want to discuss a planning matter please contact Adam.Lewis@herefordshire.gov.uk 
If you a planning enforcement concern mttansley@herefordshire.gov.uk 
The following household recycling centres are open: Hereford HRC, Chapel Road, Rotherwas  Leominster HRC, 
Bridge Street, Leominster  Open hours 7 days per week from 8am to 6pm. 
 

7.1 Work done in January: None due to weather.  
Work due in February: Check drain tops and white lines; clear round grit bins. 

 
7.3 EVHMC has been offered £75 for the 3 electric heaters removed from the hall, as a donation to the development 

work. The wall brackets are missing and would need to be repurchased by whoever takes the heaters. 
 
 Clerk cannot progress planning application for Change of Use yet. EVHMC now investigating installing a shed 

and awaiting costing; trustees will then contact neighbours, once have definite plan to explain. 
  

Quotes for boiler annual service: Hereford heating - £132; Neon Heating and Boiler Services - £69; Devereaux 
Baker - £70ish; BoilerCare Ltd (previous contractor used by EVHMC) - £85. 

 
7.4 2 more signs purchased following review of how EFRP worked during the flood of 21.1.21. More filled sandbags 

ordered as stock used during event. Empty bags also purchased so that bags that are deteriorating can be re-
bagged, particularly round the hall. 

 
7.6 Drain investigated by BB. Tree root found to be blocking drain and it is believed it was removed. Landowner at 

Orchard Farm happy to cut down tree, however believed to on White House land. 
 
7.7 Suggested dates for flag raising: 

6 February 2021  Her Majesty's Ascension  
21 April 2021  Her Majesty's Birthday  
23 April 2021  St George's Day 
2 June 2021  Coronation Day  
10 June 2021  Duke of Edinburgh Birthday  
12 June 2021  Her Majesty's Official Birthday  
14 November 2021 {Remembrance Sunday 
  {Prince of Wales Birthday  

 
7.9 Following reporting on line, the Locality Steward has inspected 2 grips on Lyme Lane where the ditch has been 

damaged and the concrete lip of the grips is breaking up. One area has been scheduled for a pull-back of the 
verge, however the second area (near Monks Cottage) needs a gabion basket installed, Steward warns this will 
probably not be this year! 
 

8. Correspondence – as follows: 
 From and to parishioners 

 Phonecall re car parked in layby by Staick Cottage with someone apparently sleeping in it – reported to 
Police 

 Email re overflowing rubbish bins on recreation ground and Hay Bridge – reported online by the Clerk for 
emptying 

 Phonecall re grip opposite Keilcroft being redug, parishioner contacted BB and asked Flood Locality Warden 
to block grip with sandbags 

 Email re fishing – further email suggesting PC charge for licence, get pub/shop to sell tickets for local good 
cause 

 Email re drain and road clearing following flood – response that Locality Steward visited on Friday 22 (day 
after flood subsided) and raised jobs for both road sweeping and drain jetting 

 Email from Dovecote trustee query re status of car park – still same, HC undertaking review of assets and 
until complete will not pass car park to PC, so Dovecote Trust continues as lessee to HC 

 Email from landowner in response to request to cut back vegetation on river side – following review of EFRP 
after 21.1.21 

 Phonecalls to Chair and Vice Chair re Burton Lane being closed in flood of 21.1.21 – issues addressed at 
EFRP review meeting, notices saying ‘Access to Burton Firs, Old Pearmain and Keilcroft only – No access to 
Eardisland, road closed due to flood’ provided to Chair to go on barriers on Burton Lane 

 Emails from landowners in response to request for local contact details for property – following review of 
EFRP after 21.1.21 

 Email re flood warnings – by time received EA ‘danger of flooding’ warning water already on drive, edge of 
village Pembridge side 

 Emails from landowner re risk of flooding to property by river and wall breaking down 
 Emails from various parishioners with photos of flooding on 21.1.21 
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 Email from Chair of shop committee, shop cannot pay Dovecote insurance this year – Clerk emailed 
Dovecote trustees for information on renewal cost 

 Emails from Dovecote Trustee – renewal will be sent direct to Clerk for consideration by PC 
From other sources 
 From Herefordshire Council (HC) – Keep Herefordshire Warm 
 From HC – Flooding and recovery support 
 From HC – Safety of polling stations and ways to vote poster 
 From RLIDB – River Lugg board introduced funding application for use by those who would like to ask River Lugg Internal 

Drainage Board for a contribution towards works on waterways within the Boards area. Go to  
https://www.riverluggidb.org.uk/funding-application/  

 From Public Sector Executive – Free conference Net-Zero government: Addressing the climate change emergency on 10 
March 

 From HC – 5yr Housing Land Supply figures – now 4.22 yrs 
 
 

Alison Sutton – Parish Clerk  
7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 8JD. Tel: 07789 322771. Email: parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk 


