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CLERK’S INFORMATION SHEET FOR8 APRIL MARCH 2021 
 

4.1 Get in touch: Tel: 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime. Email: kw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
Website: www.westmercia.police.uk Facebook /Twitter  @NHfdShireCops 
Useful information: Please find the links to the Fly Tipping prevention guides, currently viewable on the NFPG 
website. Always worth a read if you ever have the misfortune to encounter such waste. 
 Householder - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforHouseholders.pdf 
•         Businesses - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforBusinesses.pdf  
•         Landowners - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-
Files/NFTPGAdviceforLandowners.pdf  
Dean Wall PC             07773 053846 
Emma Dune PCSO         07971 051474 
Felix Rawlingson  PCSO   07971 051480 
Report a crime   Police 101 Ext 7723802  
February crime statistics from West Mercia police website 
x1 theft and x1 violence/sexual offence reported in Pembridge area; x3 violence/sexual offence and x1 drugs 
reported in Shobdon area – no other information available. 
Reporting an incident of bad/dangerous driving, you can report it at the time or soon after online and 
upload a photo or video that includes the number plate details to https://www.westmercia.police.uk/police-
forces/west-mercia-police/areas/west-mercia/campaigns/campaigns/2019/operation-snap/ 
If a road is blocked by such an incident, you need to report it at the time to 101. 
 

 4.3 Dear Residents,  
 (Items taken from Roger’s weekly updates) 
 26 March 
 As from Monday new rules allowing limited outdoor meets and some sports come into operation and I include 

the full details in this update. 
 Next Wednesday  sees the ending of shielding for 11,000 people in Herefordshire identified as clinically 

extremely vulnerable and over 91,000 residents have received their first vaccination. In Hereford and Worcester 
NHS area  307,000 people over 50 having had their first dose, 76,000 under 50 and 424,000 people receiving 
their second dose. 

  As I indicated last week due to a disruption to supply first doses vaccines will be delivered at a slower pace 
during April for the over 40s but the second dose vaccinations will continue. However Government targets are 
still on course to be met. 

  If you booked your appointment via your local practice  you are given your second appointment by them in good 
time towards the end of the 12 week period. Please ensure you attend as it is aligned to your first vaccination 
and vaccines are ordered according to the booked appointments to make sure the right vaccine is available for 
you at the right location on the right day.  

  This week we had self-isolation issues at Lady Hawkins high school amongst the staff which cause the closure 
of the school.  

  The public Regulation Order consultation notice has begun for the 20 mph speed limit in Pembridge village – the 
first such limit in Herefordshire. It runs from 24th March to 21st April and I would welcome support from residents 
for  the introduction.  

 Gigaclear works in Lyonshall and Eardisland parishes are causing road diversions. Some work is being done to 
the pavement in Pembridge on Tuesday evening at Bridge street junction – traffic lights will be in operation.  

 Lawton`s cross roundabout will have some traffic lights till 1st April as fencing is installed and some kerbing 
repaired. 

 19 March  
 Poll Clerks wanted for upcoming elections 
  Do you know someone who would like to assist us in the election process by working in a polling station? The 

council’s elections team are looking for people to work as Poll Clerks at some of our Ross-on-Wye, Bromyard 
and Malvern polling stations. This important job will ensure that the process is run smoothly, and in an open and 
transparent way. Polling station duties will take place on Thursday 6 May 2021 and training will be provided. 
Email: elections@herefordshire.gov.uk    

 Please report any problems on highways or footpaths using the links below or phone 01432261800. 
Go onto Herefordshire Council website and download the pothole App to help report potholes 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholes 
https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole 
Report  fly tipping it will be dealt with in a much quicker time frame. by either calling the Contact Centre on 01432 
261800 or by logging the fly tipping via the council website on the links below as your 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200226/report_a_problem/98/fly_tipping 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/cg-report-prow-
problem    
If you wish to make a claim as a result of damage to your 
vehicle  https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200196/roads/206/highway_claims 
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PARISH  CONTACTS 
Pembridge clerk@pembridgeparishcouncil.gov.uk    Shobdon shobdonparishclerk@gmail.com 
Lyonshall lyonshallparishclerk@gmail.com Eardisland parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk 
Titley Group rachaeljones.titleypc@gmail.com 
If you want to discuss a planning matter please contact Adam.Lewis@herefordshire.gov.uk 
If you a planning enforcement concern mttansley@herefordshire.gov.uk 
The following household recycling centres are open: Hereford HRC, Chapel Road, Rotherwas  Leominster HRC, 
Bridge Street, Leominster  Open hours 7 days per week from 8am to 6pm. 
 

6.4 The current situation regarding PC meetings is changing. The primary legislation from April 2020 states that 
councils can have virtual meetings up to and including 7 May 2021. Eardisland, along with most parish councils 
in the country, has been holding meetings by Zoom since that point. However, from 8 May it appears that it will 
be illegal to virtual meetings as the government has stated that it is not going to extend the legislation of last year 
to allow virtual meetings after 8 May 2021. 

 Therefore the Clerk’s recommendation is to have the Annual Parish Meeting (APM) following by the Annual 
Meeting of the PC (AMPC) by Zoom on 6 May. The APM will be cut-down from previous years anyway, as there 
has been almost no activity by parish groups and organisations and therefore little to report.  

 From the government’s road map, it appears that EVHMC will be able to allow the PC to have a meeting from 17 
May (provided nothing changes!), though under strict Covid security. Therefore please note that when the PC 
does meet face-to-face there will be considerable changes to how the meeting is managed. 

 In June, the parish council must have a face-to-face meeting by law to sign off and adopt the 2020 -21 accounts 
and submit them to the External Auditors. Therefore the current plan – provided no further changes are made by 
law and that the road map goes as planned – is to have a meeting in the village hall in June and ongoing 
thereafter. 

  
6.5 The specific statement that must be minuted is as follows: 
 At the Eardisland Parish Council meeting on 8 April, it was RESOLVED to seek the approval of the Secretary of 

State for Housing, Communities and Local Government to apply for a PWLB loan of £50,000 over the borrowing 
term of 30 years for demolition and rebuilding of the village hall kitchen. The annual loan repayments, under the 
annuity (equal repayments) option, will come to around £2,283 . It is  intended to increase the council tax precept 
for the purpose of the loan repayments by 9.63% which is equivalent of an additional £2,446 a year. This has 
been subject to a precept increase consultation as shown in the Business Plan and the Report of consultation 
and recommendations of Feasibility Study Group. 

 
7. To enable the parish council to continue working if the Covid situation leads to further restrictions without 

legislation to allow virtual meetings again or if a venue for face-to-face meetings is not available, the advice is for 
specific delegation as follows to be made to the Clerk and a management plan to be agreed to ensure continued 
working. This delegation will be reviewed by the Financial Advisory Working Group on 7 April and any changes 
will be updated at the meeting on 8 April. 

 Delegation of Urgent and Routine Matters – possible wording 
1. This delegation is effective from 8 May 2021 and is to enable Eardisland Parish Council to continue to 

undertake its work and provide services to the parishioners of Eardisland. 
2. The delegation is predicated on: the legislative requirement that virtual meetings are no longer legal after 7 

May 2021; the village hall is not available for face-to-face meetings of the parish council until 17 May at the 
earliest and then with strict Covid security requirements and provided there is no delay to the government’s 
road map; that further Covid restrictions may be imposed without legislation to allow virtual meetings again; 
that hybrid meetings are not possible as there is no internet access in the village hall. 

3. The Parish Clerk has delegated authority to make any decision appertaining to the Council's normal routine 
administration business after email confirmation with the Chair and Vice Chair.  

4. The Parish Clerk has delegated authority to act in such a way as to support the needs of the community 
during such an emergency as such needs are identified and to commit any of the Council's resources in 
support of or to satisfy such needs, after email agreement of a quorum of Councillors.  

5. The Parish Clerk has delegated authority to pay invoices following confirmation by 2 signatories and in line 
with the Council’s Financial Regulations and Electronic Banking Policy 

6. The Parish Clerk has delegated authority to make salary and expenses payment (contracted hours, extra 
hours and expenses) to staff, after email agreement of a quorum of Councillors following review of the claim 
and time sheet. 

7. In the event that any procurement decision needs to be made in excess of the limits within the Council’s 
Financial Regulations, delegated authority is granted to the Parish Clerk in consultation with the Financial 
Advisory Working Group (meeting by Zoom) to approve the appointment of any contractor with all decisions 
made being ratified at the first available meeting of the Council.  

8. Any response required to a planning application will be managed by the Clerk using the Council’s Minor 
Planning Matters Policy.  

9. Significant decisions, planning responses and payments made during the month and relevant briefing 
papers will be uploaded to the website every month that a meeting is cancelled and therefore delegated 
powers are used. The items will be uploaded by the date for the cancelled meeting. 
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10. In the event that legislation is passed dealing with and/or impacting on such an infectious disease outbreak, 
such as legislation to allow virtual meetings after 7 May 2021, that legislation will take precedence over the 
above outlined Scheme of Delegation.  

 
9.1 Work done in March: Trim around and clean Road Signs throughout parish & clean up; Check Drain Tops and 

Grips through parish – Clear as required; Clean white lines – Clear as required. 
 Work due in April: Weed control application; Check Drain Tops and Grips through parish and clear white lines – 

Clear as required. 
 
9.3 Planning application for storage submitted but not yet validated and online. 
 Application for Awards for All submitted. 
 PWL application – feedback received from HALC – see 6 for required wording to be minuted.  
  

In addition the following final costs from the table below must be specified in the minutes and adopted. 

  
 
9.4 2 original volunteers as Locality Flood Wardens are unable to help. One area is now being split between 2 

Wardens and the second area given to new volunteer. As there are now 9 areas, the Plan will be updated and 
uploaded to the website asap. The Plan will be kept on the front burner in the magazine; with an update about 
the new areas and an advert style item in May to ask for more Response Group Volunteers. 

 
9.5 Suggestion from EFRG meeting on 30 March – a ‘Welcome to the Parish’ Pack – suggested contents: parish 

map showing parish boundary and footpaths; info on where Eardisland Memorial Walks maps are; copy of the 
parish leaflet; contact list for organisations and groups in the parish. 

 Discussion needed on how to give out – possibly by Flood Wardens when they give new EFRP info to new 
residents but doesn’t cover whole parish that way. 

 
9.6 Cost of annual playground inspection from Fran White’s service is £63.40 this year. Clerk unable to find cheaper 

option. Can be done either June/July or September/October this year – suggest later time so can get work done 
(hopefully!) on zip wire before inspection. 

 
9.9 Email received from Shop Committee:  
 At the moment we have a recycling boxes for batteries and ink cartridges in the Dovecote. We are adding to that 

with recycling for pill blister packs which are currently not recyclable in our general collections. 
As soon as they are allowed, the Trustees will want to reopen the Dovecote. The bookshelves where the 
recycling boxes are at the moment are on the shelves where they sell books to raise much needed funds. We 
therefore need to find somewhere for the recycling boxes to go. 
There is nowhere else suitable in the shop or Dovecote and as this is a community project we need to find 
somewhere central for the Parish. The 2 locations that spring to mind are either the phone box or the bus 
shelter. A shelf could easily be mounted in the bus shelter at the expense of the shop and the boxes sited on 
this, none of them being very large or heavy. The emptying and recycling would be dealt with by volunteers. 

Total cost of elements to 
be undertaken at this 
time  

Demolition of kitchen and rebuild 
Repair of external fabric  

Additional drainage work 

££77,649 
£2,000 
£2,500 

Total funding required 
for project 

 £82,149 + 
£16,429.80 VAT 

 Public Works Loan to Eardisland Parish Council £50,000 
 Awards for All grant to Eardisland Parish Council  

Grant application made 
 
£10,000 

 Parish Council ring-fenced funds from reserves £15,000 
 Local fundraising £5,149 
 Total funding identified for parish council 

payments 
£80,149 
+£16,029.80 VAT 
(to be paid from PC 
reserves and 
reclaimed in stages 
as paid) 

 Total funding identified for Eardisland 
Village Hall Management Committee 

including VAT, to pay direct to contractor  

£2,000 
+£400 VAT 

 Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee  
Grant awarded  

 
£2,400 

Total funding identified  £82,149 + 
£16,429.80 VAT 
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We are therefore looking for permission to use one or the other of the sites asap as the entrance hall and shop 
are about to undergo a make-over! 

 
10. Summit agenda based on info about Talk Community project, parish hubs, update on Covid in county and new 

Herefordshire Police Superintendent’s presentation. The Talk Community and parish hubs presentations 
highlighted that Eardisland is doing many of the same things to support the community as other parishes – Covid 
volunteer service to support vulnerable residents with shopping and prescriptions etc, Share A Care and Local 
Link continuing to provide help and support and information available on the parish council website. 

 Ed Williams, the Herefordshire Superintendent, described the new initiative Local Policing Community Charter, 
which will focus on safer homes, safer people and safer roads by working with communities particularly through 
parish councils. He said that local SNT (Safer Neighbourhood Teams) staff will be attending a meeting over the 
next few months to make the links. 

 
11. Correspondence – as follows: 
 From and to parishioners 

 Email re work at Hay Bridge, one tree removed by EA, other work undertaken on advice of Forestry 
Commission 

 Email re blocked drains on Sytches Lane – reported online for BB assessment 
 Email re culvert and ditches at Streamford – reported online for BB assessment 
 Email from Speedwatch Co-ordinator re changes in paperwork and restarting after 12 April, once refresher 

training given on new equipment 
From other sources 
 From HC – Stopping western crossing and new Transport Plan 
 From HC – Parish council updates on Public Spaces Protection Order for dog control, budget consultation 

summaries, Covid guidance, phone box consultation 
 From HC – Free cycle parking stands 
 From HC – Parish Council Summit agenda etc 
 From Keep Britain Tidy – Great British Spring Clean 28 May to 13 June – forwarded to Litter Pick organiser 
 From RLIDB – no evidence of bank level being raised near Tadpole Bridge, nothing known about grants 
 From Shobdon Airfield – details of re-opening 
 From HC – Flyer for May PCC election 
 From HC – Flyer on parking charges 

 
 

Alison Sutton – Parish Clerk  
7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 8JD. Tel: 07789 322771. Email: parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk 


