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CLERK’S INFORMATION SHEET FOR 10 JUNE 2021 
 

4.1 Get in touch: Tel: 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime. Email: kw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
Website: www.westmercia.police.uk Facebook /Twitter  @NHfdShireCops 
Useful information: Please find the links to the Fly Tipping prevention guides, currently viewable on the NFPG 
website. Always worth a read if you ever have the misfortune to encounter such waste. 
 Householder - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforHouseholders.pdf 
•         Businesses - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-Files/NFTPGAdviceforBusinesses.pdf  
•         Landowners - http://www.tacklingflytipping.com/Documents/NFTPG-
Files/NFTPGAdviceforLandowners.pdf  
Dean Wall PC             07773 053846 
Emma Dune PCSO         07971 051474 
Felix Rawlingson  PCSO   07971 051480 
Report a crime   Police 101 Ext 7723802  
April crime statistics from West Mercia police website 
x1 theft, x1 vehicle crime and x1 violence/sexual offence reported in Pembridge area; x3 violence/sexual offence 
and x2 violence/sexual offence reported in Shobdon area – no other information available. 
Reporting an incident of bad/dangerous driving, you can report it at the time or soon after online and 
upload a photo or video that includes the number plate details to https://www.westmercia.police.uk/police-
forces/west-mercia-police/areas/west-mercia/campaigns/campaigns/2019/operation-snap/ 
If a road is blocked by such an incident, you need to report it at the time to 101. 
 
See 8.10 below about Local Policing Charter proposal from SNT. 
 

 4.2 Dear Residents, 
 I had the pleasure of judging the Shobdon Scarecrow competition last month and awarded Ray Evans a special 

award for his speed policeman which had a significant impact on traffic coming into Shobdon. We did discuss 
about hiring it out to other parishes! 

  As the legislation no longer supports public meetings being held by zoom we have seen a return to physical 
meetings. Last month I attended all my Parish Council Annual meetings giving a summary of my work over the 
past 12 months and taking the opportunity to place on record my thanks to those who have, and continue to give 
support and assistance in the local communities. 

  Herefordshire Council Annual meeting had to be held at the Three Counties Hotel as the Shirehall continues to 
be closed for ceiling repairs. As you can see by the picture below screens separated all the councillors and the 
whole thing resembled  some high class call-in centre. 

  It was good to meet up and see some colleagues who I hadn’t seen for over 14 months. One councillor dressed 
as a large hedgehog to protest as being prickly about having to attend a live meeting rather than zoom, I didn’t 
agree I believe we should now meet up physically partly to send the right signals to those who are nervous of 
returning back to normal patterns of behaviour.  

  This week the Secretary of State for Housing and Local Government Robert Jenrick will come to open the Shell 
Store building on Rotherwas on the Enterprise zone Skylon Park. The building was once of the largest in 
England during the first and second world wars was used to build  ammunitions and store military shells but fell 
into ruin in recent years.  

  I was involved in the initial project to create the business incubation and innovation hub and helped to gain 
national funding from Government. However the final project has now cost 7.3 million and aims to create 123 
jobs by 2023 and potentially 450 by 2031. 

  The Gigaclear roll out continues with a session for Broxwood residents held last month. They continue to finish 
off the work in Lyonshall and Pembridge builds but I am having some complaints about their designs and quality 
of work. I remain committed to getting as many of my residences and businesses connected as possible. There 
is a still a current plan to remove broadband from copper wires this decade, and until there is some super 
satellite access this infrastructure will be the only access locally we can depend on for significant broadband 
signal.  More concerning is while the push is on with Government funding to get this infrastructure in the ground, 
the same degree of pace isn’t being applied by Gigaclear to encourage residents and businesses to  sign up.  
I am grateful to the residents of Knill and Nash who have signed up to the contract there. I had fought to get 
£125,000 to get broadband to these communities but it was dependant on sufficient take up. The latest 
information I had implied we have achieved that. 

  Can I remind anyone considering a planning application to build or extend to view the latest information 
regarding phosphate complications at 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/downloads/download/2039/development-in-the-river-lugg-catchment 
As we keep our fingers crossed for the next stage of easement out of lockdown on the 21st June we await 
Herefordshire Councils economic recovery plan. For reasons not explained it has been delayed and I will be 
looking very closely at the support it can give our local economy and support improving employment prospects. I 
enclose some local basic economic facts in this update which give the background and some understanding of 
the issues. I also cover seasonal working on our farms, highways and another walk with spectacular views of 
Herefordshire. 
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Please forward this update to any residents in the ward who you think may be interested. As ever if you think I 
can be of help please do not hesitate to contact me. 

  Stay safe and keep well everybody. Be Nice Nosey Neighbours 
Roger 
Seasonal farm workers 
About 20 years ago Herefordshire first saw the arrival of Eastern European seasonal workers coming to pick fruit 
on the newly established large agribusiness. This brought challenges for the county in planning terms with the 
large plastic required for growing and the integration within communities. Originally they were mostly students 
but over the years the age profile has got older.  At its peak it was estimated that over 10,000 foreign workers 
were in Herefordshire helping with the harvest and cultivation of the crops.  
As time went on many workers stayed on to support all types of businesses in the county, which suffer from the 
migration of local young people who leave the county after education. Today there would be very few businesses 
in the county that doesn’t employ someone who has relocated here either temporary or more permanent . 
Vegetable and fruit farming still have a large requirement for seasonal working. It is estimated there are over 100 
Herefordshire farms recruiting seasonal workers and a recent survey was carried out with some of them. It is 
anticipated that 4,500 seasonal workers will be in the county in 2021 with two thirds coming from Bulgaria and 
Romania, and three quarters expected to stay between 3-6 months. Indications are that 95% of them will be 
housed on the farm itself. 
Our supermarkets demand large quantities of supply and require large contracts involving significant investment 
to deliver them. This has resulted in new methods of production including growing strawberries on “table –
tops”  undercover at a height easier to pick and tend to with irrigation feeds. 
The work is very physical and without seasonal foreign workers these businesses wouldn’t  be able exist and we 
would not have the access to degree of food we currently enjoy. 
My concern over the years has been the welfare of the workers during their stay, that they are made welcome in 
our communities, and understanding and learning from them their very different circumstances and experiences 
to us.  
HEREFORDSHIRE ECONOMIC  FACTS 
Average annual working incomes 
Herefordshire       £25,055 per annum 
West Midlands     £28,809  per annum 
Nationally             £30,759 per annum 
Number of Businesses   
Micro  Under 10 employed          10,350 
Small   10-49                                    860 
Medium 50-249                              140 
Large 250+                                       30 
Unemployment levels 
The current recorded unemployment figure for the county in April was 4,700 down from its peak of 5,100 in 
summer last year but  still 125% higher than March 2020. 
Furloughed 
Last year at its peak 20,700 people in Herefordshire were furloughed and 8,400 people were receiving some 
self-employed support. 
HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
Last month I arranged a meeting between representatives of Lyonshall Parish Council and Herefordshire 
Councils highway safety officer Simon Hobbs. Simon came up with the proposal and designed the Lawtons 
Cross roundabout due to the high level of accidents at that point, he has also encourage in the past Eardisland, 
Shobdon and Pembridge Parish councils to agree to support the removal of the central white line through the 
villages. It is a pleasure to work with him on innovating ideas on highway safety including the county pilot 20 mph 
village speed limit project for Pembridge. 
Several potential ideas and projects  in Lyonshall were explored. We looked at practical options we could install 
to protect pedestrians and property on the double corners in the centre of the village, potential traffic calming 
measures in and on the end of the village. While it would not be possible to extend the 30 mph to cover Holmes 
Marsh junction or have a 30 mph official limit for the hamlet it may be worth considering a 40 mph limit on the 
A110 past the Almeley junction. 
One aspiration has always been installing a footway from the hall up to the A44 but this would have considerable 
cost- removing a long hedge and moving significant earth bank; a safer and cheaper long term option may be in 
the field but that is not practical at this stage. A  full report has been sent to parish councillors to be discussed at 
the next PC meeting. 
POTHOLES 
Please can I encourage you to report potholes. I know we have issues about the length of time and the 
inconsistent filling in of some and not others,  but please do not  assume someone else will do it.  

 Please report any problems on highways or footpaths using the links below or phone 01432261800. 
Go onto Herefordshire Council website and download the pothole App to help report potholes 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholes 
https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole 
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Report  fly tipping it will be dealt with in a much quicker time frame. by either calling the Contact Centre on 01432 
261800 or by logging the fly tipping via the council website on the links below as your 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200226/report_a_problem/98/fly_tipping 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/cg-report-prow-
problem    
If you wish to make a claim as a result of damage to your 
vehicle  https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200196/roads/206/highway_claims 
PARISH  CONTACTS 
Pembridge clerk@pembridgeparishcouncil.gov.uk    Shobdon shobdonparishclerk@gmail.com 
Lyonshall lyonshallparishclerk@gmail.com Eardisland parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk 
Titley Group rachaeljones.titleypc@gmail.com 
If you want to discuss a planning matter please contact Adam.Lewis@herefordshire.gov.uk 
If you a planning enforcement concern mttansley@herefordshire.gov.uk 
The following household recycling centres are open: Hereford HRC, Chapel Road, Rotherwas  Leominster HRC, 
Bridge Street, Leominster  Open hours 7 days per week from 8am to 6pm. 
 

8.1 Work done in May: Strim and remove debris – footpath to church; Strim & remove debris – both sides on one‐
way road School Lane; Strim & remove debris – recreation ground ditch; Strim, hedge trim & remove debris – 
footpath to mound; Trim around and clean Road Signs throughout parish & clean up (Check for Nesting Birds); 
Strim visibility splays; Strim either side of and clean village gates; Weed spray. 
Work due in June: Clear drain tops and white lines; Strim either side of and clean village gates; Clear Lyme Lane 
ditch.  

 
8.2  Gate on ED1A at junction of St Mary’s Walk and Churchyard now repaired.  PFO 

repaired gate on ED7 as parishioner. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.3 Issue raised at last meeting – Landowner held off locking gates for now, as seen as last resort. 
  

Possible options for signs at start of PROW: 
 1. Laminated sign with ‘Please keep your dog on a lead or under close control on the line of the footpath at all 

times – Walkers and their dogs are only allowed on the footpath, not on the land either side. Thank you from 
Eardisland Parish Council’. 

 2. Possible NFU signs – singly or in combination 

       
3. Sign currently fixed to one gate 
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8.5 EVHMC offered and accepted 4-5 free bird boxes from Welcome to Our Future for village hall. Suggest putting 
on new shed when installed and consider sites for others. 

 
 The PC has been awarded a £10,000 Awards for All lottery grant. It has also received £550 in donations from 

parishioners, following the item in the parish magazine. Now need to decide which businesses to approach 
directly. 

 
EVH Refurbishment work – EVHMC has received a grant of £5,000 from Garfield Weston to pay for an element 
of the work direct to Harpers. In addition EVHMC has decided to make a donation of £6,000 from its reserves for 
further elements of the work.  

 These 2 amounts reduce the amount of PC reserves that have to be used on the project, which in turn increases 
the uncommitted reserves which must pay the VAT bill during the year and possibly meet any shortfall in costs 
from increases in cost of building materials.  

 
8.7 Official Launch of The Queen’s Green Canopy: “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee” 
  His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, Patron, has planted a tree to launch The Queen’s Green Canopy 

(QGC) - a unique, UK-wide tree planting initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022, by 
inviting people to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee.” 

  Her Majesty The Queen joined The Prince of Wales for the first Jubilee tree planting in the grounds of Windsor 
Castle earlier this year, during the tree planting season. 

  As well as being a national project, The Lieutenancy of Herefordshire is supporting The Queen’s Green Canopy 
(QGC) initiative locally. This will be rolled out across Herefordshire and beyond, during the next planting season 
from October 2021 until March 2022, or later depending on tree supplies.  

  The Lieutenancy and Herefordshire Council are keen to help ensure that as many trees as possible are planted 
for the Canopy in Herefordshire. This well-conceived campaign will encourage the choice of healthy native trees 
that will thrive in their environments. 

  It is hoped that as many people as possible will be able to support this inclusive and far-reaching initiative. 
 
8.9 The E Team is slowly working on a project to replace the boat and to enhance the area in which it sits, to 

incorporate perennial planting and a rock garden. You'll be aware this is privately owned but we do have the 
permission of the landowners. Obviously this is a huge task and our resources are decreasing at an alarming 
rate as one volunteer has completed his last day with us before he moves. 
The transformation will require several tons of top soil, which costs IRO £90 per ton from Jewsons. We have the 
finances but it would help greatly if this can go through the parish council's account, thus eliminating VAT. 
We're not yet ready to order but looking ahead and planning. 

 
 Parish Council should not take a donation for net cost. Therefore can PC consider buying the top soil instead. 

Cost from Jewsons – large bag £56.37 +VAT, likely to need 5 bags (guestimation as unable to sell by weight!).  
 
8.10 We appreciate what you have done with our park, but we have had it for a while quite a while now and it is not as 

enjoyable as it once was. Of the back of covid all of the kids have been stuck inside playing video games which 
isn’t good for their health or mental health. Me and some of the Eardisland children have been thinking that 
maybe it would be possible to make a concrete mini skate park/ramps that the kids can play on being on their 
scooters and be safe whilst having fun and getting exercise. Just think it will get kids away from screens. Some 
of us children have been jumping up and down the curb for a few months now, but it is not safe because of the 
road and people not sticking to the 30-speed limit. Collectively we think that it would not be a waste of money 
and it will be well used and appreciated. The parents could sit aside and watch their kids be happy for the first 
time in the 1 year we have been in lockdown and be keeping an eye on us so we don’t hurt ourselves. For the 
younger kids they can play on the zip wire or on the park whilst the older ones can have fun without little one 
getting themselves hurt. We would really appreciate it if this could be done and very grateful. 
Yours sincerely 
The Eardisland kids  

 
8.11 Email from PC Dean Wall: 
 West Mercia Police are entering a new era, we are now going to formalise engagement with each and every 

parish council within each local policing area. This forms part of the new local policing community charter.  
  Across the north section we already achieve this in the vast majority of cases, but having an agreed level of 

contact should provide a better level of service to each individual parish. The two key elements in this are a 
contact agreement and a policing priority. The contract will guide how we engage with you and how often, the 
priorities will push your concerns to the top of our to do list.   

  Contact contract – For Eardisland I would suggest a minimum of an email update every third month? with an aim 
to attending a meeting as and when requested?   

  Policing priorities – In terms of concerns raised, what do you feel your top three issues are?  
  

Once we have agreed the above two points I will put it on a formal document and send across for your records.  
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8.12 Sessions have restarted. End of May session: 6 speeders out of 85 cars through village during 45 minutes. Early 
June session: 5 speeders out of 70 cars through village in 45 minutes. 

 
8.13 Email from Heritage and History Group (via Cllr Harper): 
 It may be that our question should be addressed to the Village Hall Committee, again your advice would be 

welcomed. It relates to whether or not the renovated village hall has considered the possibility of having a space 
available in which we could deposit our history archive at some point in the future. It has been built up over the 
past 28years but would fit into several filing cabinets (which we could probably provide) and a bookcase. The 
point being that it could become available to any local people who may be interested to inspect the archive (or 
perhaps add to it). We are due to have a meeting with an archivist from Hereford Archive Record Centre (HARC) 
in the coming months who will advise as to whether there is any part of our archive which they would want in 
Hereford. But there will be quite a lot we assume which they may not require but which would have local interest 
(maps; audio tapes, rare photos, parish mags, history of field names etc.) 
There does not seem to be anywhere else in the parish which might act as a Heritage Centre and so we wonder 
whether the PC or perhaps the Village Hall Committee might give the idea consideration. 
 
The Dovecote Trust is now looking at possible storage options with the Heritage and History Group. 
 

8.14 Open Gardens on 10-11 July are requesting permission to use the recreation ground for parking, as in previous 
years. 

 
8.15 In 2018 NALC gave a legal opinion to all councils that considered the conflicting legal position in the Local 

Government Act 1894 and the Local Government Act 1972. The conflicting positions are whether councils are 
prohibited from being involved in the property relating to the affairs of the church eg. maintenance or 
improvement of building or land or contributing to the costs (as set out in the 1894 Act) or whether a council is 
permitted to maintain a closed churchyard (as in the 1972 Act). NALC considered that grants to maintain church 
property are prohibited under the 1894 Act. 

 NALC summarised as follows: There is no case law to resolve the question of whether or not the 1894 Act 
restrictions override the provisions of later Acts of Parliament and that ultimately the courts will have to decide. 
This would be expensive and time-consuming. Parliament could clarify in new legislation but does not consider it 
is required as it’s view is that the 1894 Act provisions do not override the provisions of later Acts. Whilst there is 
no consensus on this issue, a council that considers making a payment in these circumstances needs to 
consider whether it is prudent to take a course of action that it cannot be certain is legally valid. This 
opinion was confirmed in a further document from NALC in December 2019, following a document from 
ChurchCare which stated that councils are not prohibited from awarding funding to churches. 

  
 Following the NALC opinion, the PC did not give a donation in 2019-20 but resolved to do so in 2020-21. The PC 

needs to resolve to pay donation in 2022-22 if it wishes to do so, bearing in mind the 2019 advice still stands. 
 
9. Email from Paul Walker, new Herefordshire Council Chief Executive: 
 Now that I am officially in post as Chief Executive, I just wanted to get in touch to say how much I look forward to 

working with you and also thank for supporting our elections and helping to ensure Herefordshire can vote 
safely. 

  I met with council staff virtually on Tuesday to share my plans for the coming months and I posed them a 
question- a similar one I would now like to ask you: As Chief Executive, what is the one thing I can do to make 
your role as parish councillor better?  

 
12. Correspondence – as follows: 
 From and to parishioners 

 Email offering house as pick-up point for ‘Welcome to the parish’ packs, also suggesting tea rooms/pubs as 
pick-up points 

 Email from EIB re purchase of top soil – see above 
 Email from prospective purchaser in parish re noise levels and disturbance from caravan park 
 Emails x2 from young people re request for a concrete skate park/ramp – see above 
 Emails re Gift Aid, EVHMC and donations for EVH work 
 Phonecall re permission to put gazebo on recreation ground for 2 hrs if needed – agreed though not needed  
 Phonecall request for Welcome Pack – directed to Cllr Kirby to deliver 
 Email copied to Chair from Eardisland Memorial Walks to landowner – re sign fixed to memorial gate 
 Phonecalls/emails offering donation to EVH work 
 Email from History Society re storage of archive 
From other sources 
 HALC – Information Corner and attachments 
 From Herefordshire Council (HC) – Thank you from Census Engagement Manager 
 From HC – Police and Crime Commissioner election results 
 From HC – Message from new Chief Executive 
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 Hereford Civic Society – Zoom seminar on Driving up standards of design and energy efficiency 
 From HC – Draft Local Housing Strategy Consultation 
 From HC – The Queen’s Green Canopy campaign 
 From HC – new Talk Community areas and support officers 
 From HC – S106 Wish List – what funds can be spent on 
 From Police and Crime Commissioner – annual survey 

 
Alison Sutton – Parish Clerk  

7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 8JD. Tel: 07789 322771. Email: parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk 


