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Eardisland Parish Council Environment and Sustainability Policy 
 

                                                   Adopted by Eardisland Parish Council on 9 December 2021     
 
In September 2019 Herefordshire Council declared a climate emergency with the objective of getting 
Herefordshire to zero carbon by 2030. Following this, Herefordshire committed to work with strategic 
partners, residents and local organisations to develop a revised countywide carbon dioxide reduction 
strategy aspiring for carbon neutrality by 2030. 
 
Eardisland Parish Council has established an Environment and Sustainability (E&S) Group consisting of 
parish councillors and interested parishioners to take forward work in the parish to move toward being 
carbon zero by 2030, in line with Herefordshire’s commitment and to minimise and repair damage to the 
environment within the parish. 
 
The Parish Council supports the Aim of the E&S Group: 
To encourage and support the community as a whole to minimise its impact on the environment and 
nurture all life within the parish boundaries. 
 
Eardisland Parish Council is committed to work by the E&S Group with detailed achievable actions that will 
have the aim of moving to a zero	carbon parish by 2030, or earlier if possible. The PC is committed to 
ensure that the impact of all its policies, plans and actions are reviewed against best practice.  
 
How the Parish Council plans to achieve this: 
 Whenever the Parish Council makes a decision or commits to spend monies, it will ensure the impact 

on the environment is considered and given the same weight as all other aspects. 
 Support the E&S Group to work with local businesses and the community to gain commitment to 

reduce the parish’s carbon footprint. 
 Look at how to share best practice that is recommended by the E&S Group with the local community 

and local businesses. 
 Aim for 100% renewable energy use in community buildings, or if that is not possible the lowest carbon 

energy available and develop a plan to move to 100% renewable energy if possible in the future.  
 Aim to retrofit council-owned properties to Energy Performance Certificate C or higher if possible. 
 Focus on local key issues, including public and community transport, recycling and management of 

open spaces in the parish to protect and enhance biodiversity. 
 When reviewing the Eardisland Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP), encourage and request that 

all building is as close to carbon neutral and passive house standards as possible and includes 
renewable energy and habitat provision. Integrate the need to reduce car use into the NDP. 

 Ensure that policies in the reviewed NDP discourage new building that is at risk of flooding or that will 
impact on the flood risk of other properties or that will put occupiers at risk during a flood event. 

 Support the E&S Group to look at how to monitor carbon emissions and habitat diversity locally and to 
undertake this, including setting targets to monitor against. 

 Identify and engage with local experts such as the Wildlife Trust and Herefordshire Green Network. 
 Support the E&S Group to provide information and education for the community and guidance on best 

practices. 
 Focus on managing and reducing flood risk in the parish through maintenance of drains, ditches and 

watercourses within its responsibility and encouraging all other landowners to maintain their 
watercourses. 

 Work with the Environment Agency, Herefordshire Council and other partners to address water 
pollution issues within the parish, including pollution from residential properties and industry including 
farming. 

 
The appendix provides details of key areas to consider and identifies whether the Parish Council or E&S 
Group should be the main agency for each item. The list is not exclusive, other areas and items may be 
considered in future. 

Review date: December 2022 
 
Signed:                                                                                           Dated: 
                 
                  Chair, Eardisland Parish Council 
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APPENDIX TO ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY POLICY 

 
 
Key areas for the E&S Group and Parish Council to consider (E&SG or PC as main agency for items): 
 
Transport 
 Facilitate car sharing – link in with encouraging home working (E&SG). 
 Provide available information on purchasing electric vehicles (E&SG). 
 Encourage and facilitate home EV charging points (E&SG). 
 Look to influence Herefordshire Council to move to electric buses and taxis (PC). 
 Encourage safe walking and cycling as an alternative to car transport. 
 

Planning 
 As part of the planning consultation process (PC): 

a. Encourage higher standards than the current national standards for new builds, for instance 
Code for Sustainable Homes level 4. 

b. Encourage new builds to incorporate renewable no‐carbon energy and provide habitat for wildlife. 
c. Support the use of LED lighting and the highest level of green energy in buildings, such as solar 

thermal, PV or heat pumps. 
d. Support new building that is not at risk of flooding, that will not impact on the flood risk of other 

properties and that will not put occupiers at risk during a flood event. 
 Make sure all lighting in community facilities and associated street lighting is well directed LED lights 

(PC). 
 
Waste Reduction  
 Help individuals to feel empowered to improve their own practices (E&SG). 

 
Energy and Buildings 
 Work with parishioners, particularly local fuel poor or vulnerable households, with energy efficiency 

measures, if requested by such parishioners (E&SG). 
 Look to provide guidance and help on accessing systems and resources to reduce the use of carbon 

fuels and overall energy usage (E&SG). 
 Encourage parishioners to consider the use of LED lighting and the highest level of green energy in 

buildings, such as solar thermal, PV or heat pumps (E&SG). 
 
Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure 
 Review the current Lengthsman schedule associated with verge cutting and clearing curbs (PC). 
 Where appropriate, identify areas for planting trees and create wildlife reserves on PC land (PC). 
 Encourage and facilitate parishioners to do this on their land (E&SG). 
 Provide information to parishioners on wildlife friendly gardens (E&SG). 
 Discuss with local farmers about how they could provide greater diversity for wildlife and support 

change to improve biodiversity (PC). 
 

Flood risk and flood management 
 Updating Eardisland Flood Response Plan as required (PC and Flood Risk Group volunteers) 
 Flood risk reduction (PC) 
 River pollution reporting (PC and E&SG) 


