
 
Welcome to the  

Eardisland Eco Event  
presented by the 

Environment & Sustainability Group 
of Eardisland Parish Council 

 



 
Background: 
 
 

• The Environment and Sustainability Group (E&SG) was set up by 
the Parish Council (PC) in October 2021, in response to 
parishioners’ concerns. 

• The Group is made up of parishioners and Parish Councillors 
and anyone is welcome to join. 

 
 



 

CLIMATE AND NATURE GRANT 
 
 

• A Climate and Nature Grant from Herefordshire Council was 
applied for and funds were awarded to: 
 Hold today’s launch event to raise awareness and start 

engaging with the community. 
 Undertake a Carbon Audit of the trees looked after by the 

PC and then Audit Parishioners’ trees. 
 Hire a thermal imaging camera to highlight to owners how 

much energy is lost from dwellings. 
 



     
WHY ARE WE DOING THIS? 
 

• We are launching several new projects which we hope people 
will get involved with. 

• We are raising awareness about the steps other groups and the 
Parish Council are taking to tackle environmental issues. 
 

 
 



 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 
 
 

• Have a look at the projects. 
• Sign up if you are interested. 
• Comment at the end. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



   
  WHAT IS THE PROJECT 

 
 

• Treezilla is a citizen science project on which members of the 
public can map, measure and monitor trees in their community. 

• Details of species, height, circumference, diameter, health and 
site of a tree are added using an app. 

• The amount of CO2 stored, amount of CO2 removed per year, air 
quality improvement, water intercepted and run-off avoided are 
then calculated, as well as a total eco-benefit figure. 



   

THE PARISH COUNCIL’S TREES 
 
 

• The grant has enabled the PC to have a carbon audit 
carried out on all the trees it looks after. 

• Our trees 
 Provide homes for wildlife. 
 Store and take in carbon dioxide. 
 Reduce flood risk by increasing evaporation of rainfall 

and reducing water flow from the land surface. 
 Provide links to our past. 
 Add to the character of the parish. 
 Improve individuals’ well-being. 
 Give shade in hot weather.



 



 

 
HEDGEROW SURVEY? 

 
 

• We are looking at the possibility of surveying hedgerows in 
the parish. 

• The People’s Trust For Endangered Species has a ‘Healthy 
Hedgerows’ rapid assessment survey app which we could 
use to help understand Eardisland’s hedgerows.



 
 



  
  

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS? 
 

• We’d like to plant more trees and hedgerows and 
encourage and help people to do this on their own land. 

• Trees and hedgerows provide homes for wildlife, improve 
the look of our surroundings, store CO2, keep areas cool and 
remove pollution from the air 

• Understanding Eardisland's tree and hedgerow cover  
(which species are planted where, how many there are, and 
what condition they are in) will help us when planting more 
trees and hedgerows.



 

 
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

 
 
• Add the trees in your garden or on your land onto the 

Treezilla app (we can help you do this), so we can 
understand more about the trees in Eardisland.  

• Let us know if you are interested in being trained to survey 
trees.  

• Let us know if you are interested in surveying hedgerows. 
• Give your name and details to the Parish Clerk. 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



  
WHAT IS THE PROJECT 
 

 
• A thermal image may help you understand where too much 

energy is escaping from your house. 
• The project is offering FREE thermal images of the outside of 

houses in Eardisland – on a first come, first served basis for 
the week of the project.  

 



 
 



 
ENERGY PERFORMANCE        
CERTIFICATES AND GRANTS 

 

• The E&SG is not able to provide specialist advice on what 
could be done to improve energy efficiency in your home. 

• Householders may need to get further advice or 
commission a specialist company to follow up the initial 
thermal image. 

• Checking if you have an up-to-date Energy Performance 
Certificate (EPC) – or getting a new one for about £45 – may 
give you some ideas of how to improve your energy 
efficiency. 

• The E&SG may suggest grants you can access that could 
help with the costs of insulating your home.



 



  
 WHY ARE WE DOING THIS? 
 
 

• Lowering the amount of energy used in properties can save 
you money and reduce the parish's carbon footprint. Around 
20% of the carbon emissions in the parish come from 
heating our homes. 

• As an example, if you install 270mm of loft insulation in a 
semi-detached house at a cost of £300, you could save 
around £165 a year on your energy bills. 

• There may be grants available to help with the cost of 
insulating your home. 

 



 
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

 
 
• Would you like a free thermal image of your house, or to be 

kept up to date with available grants? 
• Please give your name and details to the Parish Clerk. 
• Check if your house has an up-to-date Energy Performance 

Certificate at https://www.gov.uk/find-energy-certificate.  
• Find advice at 

https://keepherefordshirewarm.co.uk or 
0800 677 1432.    

 



 
 
 
 

EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL  
 
 
 
 



  
ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES 
 

• The PC no longer uses weedkiller on kerbs through the village – 
Lengthsman is now using a mechanical weeding machine. 

• The PC set up the Environment and Sustainability Group (E&SG) 
in October 2021 and has worked with it since. 

• In December 2021, the PC adopted an Environmental & 
Sustainability Policy 

• Climate and Biodiversity Emergencies were declared at the 
March PC meeting. 

• The PC will consider climate and biodiversity issues in 
responses to planning applications, PC policies and actions. 



 
PLANNING 

 
• The PC has joined The Great Collaboration (TGC) – an online 

platform that allows users to consider 60 actions that are rated 
for carbon reduction. The E&SG can see anonymous data on 
what people want to do and the barriers to taking action etc.  

• Using the data from TGC, with input from the Group, the PC will 
draft a Plan, to make changes to help improve the 
environment and reduce carbon and energy use in Eardisland. 

• The PC will work with partners – such as the Community Shop, 
Herefordshire Council, TGC, Herefordshire Green Network, 
neighbouring parishes to address the Climate and Biodiversity 
Emergencies and challenges. 



 
 WHY ARE WE DOING THIS? 
 

• The PC has committed to work towards being carbon zero 
by 2030 in line with Herefordshire Council and the UK 
Government. 

• The consequences of global temperature rising more than 
1.5 degrees Celsius will be so severe that preventing this 
from happening must be the number one priority and thus 
built into Eardisland Parish Council’s decision-making 
process and plans for the future. 

• Societies and economies are intimately linked with and 
depend on biodiversity and nature and steps need to be 
taken to protect and enhance natural habitats. 



   

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 
 
 

• Join The Great Collaboration to provide useful information to 
help the PC make decisions. 

• Join The Environment and Sustainability Group. 
• Sign up for the tree audit and energy saving projects. 
• Give feedback on what future projects you would like 

prioritised. 
 
 
 
 



EARDISLAND FLOOD  
RESPONSE PLAN 

 

 



     
                       WHAT IS IT? 
 
 
• Following the severe floods in the village and the wider 

parish in the winter of 2019-20 and great concern from 
parishioners, the PC decided that a proactive response was 
needed to help residents during flood events. 

• The Eardisland Flood Response Plan was drafted and 
volunteers were recruited to undertake the roles of the Plan. 

• 9 Locality Flood Wardens have delivered leaflets and 
information on the Plan and gained details of residents, 
particularly those who may need help, throughout the 
village. 



 

WHAT IS THE RESPONSE TO A 
FLOOD EVENT? 
 

 
• The Locality Flood Wardens and other volunteers in the 2 

Emergency Response teams can help people move 
furniture, put down sandbags etc before an event. 

• During a flood event, the volunteers man barriers at either 
end of the village to stop vehicles driving into the flood – this 
is not only very dangerous but the bow waves caused by 
driving too fast cause further damage to properties. 

• After an event the volunteers can help parishioners with the 
clean-up. 

 



  

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS? 
 
 

• There have been numerous flood events leading to 
widespread flooding and property damage in Eardisland.  

• Recent events leading to widespread damage occurred in 
2007 and 2020, with 24 houses flooded in 2020. 

• Further flooding in January and February 2021 and February 
2022 caused road closures and properties to be very close to 
and in some cases actually flooding.  

• Damage from flooding not only includes direct property 
damage but more widespread disruption – road closures, 
business disruption, loss of earnings, vehicle damage as well as 
impact on mental health and wellbeing. 



   

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 
 
 

• Make sure that you receive Environment Agency flood alerts 
and warnings – go to  https://www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-
warnings or ring 0345 9881188. 

• Be prepared! Make sure that you have your Personal Checklist 
to hand and you know what to do in a flood event. 

• Ask for help if you need it. 
• Volunteer for the Emergency Response teams – particularly if 

you live in a part of the village that is unlikely to flood and if 
you are fit and able to help. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings%20or%20ring%200345%209881188
https://www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings%20or%20ring%200345%209881188


 
 

 

PLASTIC FREE EARDISLAND 
 



  
WHAT IS THE PROJECT? 

 
• Plastic Free Communities is a community network set up by 

‘Surfers Against Sewage’ to tackle single use plastic from 
beaches and green spaces all the way back to brands and 
businesses that sell it. 

• The Environment & Sustainability Group is looking into 
signing up to the network and working with the Eardisland 
community to raise awareness of single use plastic and how 
to reduce it. 



 

 



   

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS? 
 

 
• Single-use plastic bottles, cans and glass account for 40% 

of all litter (by volume). 
• Plastic production causes large amounts of carbon 

emissions and contributes to global warming. 
• Only 9% of all the plastic ever produced has been 

recycled. Most (60%) of plastic ends up in landfills and 
oceans. 

• Eardisland Community Shop is committed to reducing the 
amount of plastic it uses. 

 



 
   

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 
 
 

• Let us know if you think this is a good idea! 
• If you are a local business which would like to get involved, 

please leave your name with the Parish Clerk. 
 

 



 

 
 

THE GREAT COLLABORATION 
 



  
WHAT IS THE PROJECT? 
 

• The Great Collaboration is an online platform that you can 
sign up to and see 60 actions you can do that will help 
reduce your carbon use. 

• The platform will help inspire you into action, give support 
and information and show your progress. 

• Herefordshire Green Network has researched the Actions, 
and this work has been scrutinised by expert reviewers 
including the Zero Carbon Britain team at the Centre for 
Alternative Technology. 



   

EARDISLAND’S 
CARBON USE 

CONSUMPTION FIGURES 
These figures are the annual carbon 
emissions (in tonnes) emitted as a result of 
activities taking place within the parish’s 
boundary. This includes carbon that we 
import into the parish (e.g.  Food produced 
elsewhere). 

 



TERRITORIAL FIGURES 
These figures are the annual carbon 
emissions (in tonnes) emitted as a result of 
activities taking place within the parish’s 
boundary. This includes carbon we export 
(e.g. Milk to other parts of the UK). 
 

 
 



   

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS? 
 
 
• Eardisland Parish Council has committed to give to support to 

actions which improve the environment and reduce carbon 
and energy use in Eardisland. 

• Eardisland has a ‘personalised’ page on the website, the 
information you provide will (anonymously) help the E&SG and 
the PC decide which actions the community needs support 
with. 

 
 



  

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 
 
 

• Sign up (as yourself, your family or your business) on the 
website at https://greatcollaboration.uk 

• Browse the actions and see which ones you are already doing 
or feel ready to commit to. 

• If you need more help to start an action, then click on the "Not 
Right Now" button and tell us more.  

• Check back regularly to see if you can commit to any more 
actions! 

 
 



 

 
 

EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 



  

HOW IS THE COMMUNITY SHOP 
BECOMING MORE SUSTAINABLE? 
 

• The shop has a number of lines which are eco friendly, such as 
Bio loo cleaner, fabric conditioner and fabric wash. Also Faith 
in Nature shampoo and conditioner and Eco waste bags. 

• Wherever possible we buy from local firms so that their 
produce has not travelled a long way. 

• One of our aims is to reduce the amount of plastic we use and 
we are attempting to phase it out little by little. 
 

 
 



   
INSTALLING A FREE WATER TAP 

 

 
• The Community Shop Committee has been 

looking at having a tap installed outside the 
shop to allow free refills of water bottles. 

 
  
 
 
 



   

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS? 

 
 

• The Community Shop would very much like to support 
the efforts of the Environment and Sustainability Group 
to make this parish a greener community. 
• Everyone is aware of the increasingly devastating 

effects of climate change and while individually we can 
only do a little, collectively we can do enough to make 
a difference. 
 

 



  

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?  

 
 
 

• Shop local to reduce food miles. 
• Support our local suppliers. 
• Volunteer so the shop can stay open for longer hours. 
• Let us know if you have ideas as to how we can reduce 

our plastic use. 
 
 
 



 

 
THANK YOU FOR COMING TO 

THIS ECO EVENT  
- TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE! 

  


